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Abstract

This study aims to delve deeply into the tragic elements and philosophy of life embedded in Yu
Hua’'s novel “To Live”. By analyzing the family, social, and personal tragedies depicted in the novel,
it seeks to unveil the view of life and profound philosophical reflections contained within the work.
The research employs a close textual reading method, incorporating historical and social back-
grounds for a comprehensive interpretation of “To Live”. In summary, the novel not only show-
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cases the heaviness of life and the vagaries of fate but also highlights the preciousness and fragility
of life. The tragedy extends beyond the individual level, reflecting the painful memories of an era
and society. The life trajectory of the protagonist Fugui exemplifies human resilience and perse-
verance in the face of adversity, demonstrating the indomitable human spirit. This study posits
that “To Live” profoundly explores tragic existence and its transcendence, revealing the essence
and significance of life. It emphasizes the importance of understanding and respecting life while
showcasing the tragic yet enlightening nature of the human condition.
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