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Abstract

WecChat, as a representative of Chinese instant messaging applications, has a large number of us-
ers and user information, so a large number of applications use WeChat account login form. In this
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case, the legal nature of the friend list information in WeChat is unclear, and the principle of in-
formed consent is almost null and void when third-party applications collect friend list informa-
tion, and users are not given the right to self-determination of information. Therefore, the legal
nature of the friend list information should be determined, and under the framework of the Civil
Code, the collection and use behavior of the application platform should be regulated as an entry
point to continuously refine the scope of collection of necessary personal information and im-
prove the user’s right to information self-determination, so as to explore the protection of WeChat
users’ friend list information.
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