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Abstract

Robert Darnton, a famous researcher of French history in American historiography, focuses on
French culture and the Enlightenment in the 18th century, and his research methodology is to
utilize the treasure trove of archives that have never been used or the scattered materials and
strange texts that have been ignored by others to delve into the world of French culture from the
bottom to the top. In this paper, we analyze Darnton’s concept of “bottom-up” historical research
by taking his books The Great Cat Massacre and Other Episodes in French Culture History and The
Business of Enlightenment: A Publishing History of Encyclopedic as examples, starting from Darn-
ton’s research on micro-history and social history of concepts, respectively.
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