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Abstract

Under the guidance of the concept of “virtue and propriety are the foundation of politics and edu-
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cation, and punishment is used for politics and education”, the Tang Code naturally contains fu-
neral and other ritual elements Article 267 of chapter XVIII “Violence and Robbery” belongs to this
kind. It is notable that this article also includes an animal that has long been included in the moral
order: fox, accompanied by the human behavior of “smoked fox”. The appearance of “smoked fox”
in the legal text can be seen as the combination of the frequent appearance of foxes in the Tang
Dynasty, the improvement of people’s awareness of protecting corpses and cemeteries, and the
expansion of legal applicability. Due to the special image of fox in the Tang Dynasty, the fox in the
law can be analyzed from the three aspects of biological fox, foreigner fox and spirit fox. “Smoked
fox” means smoke away foreign customs, informal sacrifices and monsters. The combination of
law, animals and burial promoted the continued development of the ritual culture, and the code
innovation in accordance with folk customs also reflected the authority of the emperor while en-
suring the operation of the state machinery.
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