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Abstract

Cognitive biases affect the process of second language acquisition, such as the phenomena of “ste-
reotyping” and “overgeneralization” in vocabulary learning. This study, based on the Corpus of Con-
temporary American English (COCA), explores the extended meaning unit of the node word
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“divorce”, analyzing its semantic tendencies, word class connections, and semantic prosody fea-
tures from both noun and verb perspectives. The findings show that “divorce” has a broad range of
applications, with its use as a noun being more formal. The word class connections associated with
“divorce” are rich and varied; its semantic tendencies are overwhelmingly neutral, followed by neg-
ative, with positive semantic tendencies being extremely rare. The collocation of “divorce” with
“from” is relatively special, reflecting a dual semantic tendency. Furthermore, two sets of fixed
structures exhibiting negative semantic prosody were identified. In addition to co-occurring with
words that have positive/negative connotations, “divorce” also demonstrates its semantic prosody
characteristics through causal logic and parallel constructions. Moreover, there is a phenomenon
of irrationally amplifying its negativity, which should be avoided. In the process of language learn-
ing and research, English learners can benefit from the analysis of extended meaning unit to better
understand and use the word.
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1. 5|

“One in every three marriages ends in divorce (=432 — IS MAAT A UE T & £¢) 7, (Rtia )
(20 B8] ) 3R B B AN I Rl P o ISR, BS USRS 52 03, Y divorce — 1] [T I bR A A 4K Y
PLAE SRS | . divorce iX —HAdalJR H iz T & 443 “divortium” , H “divertere” (J80JF. Bk —ik.
BN WA IRA R, B B SRR o ALK divorce B TE 245 B AR 117 iy
fRgfF, Sy SRR S, BRI A B (AT TR, G divorce AE BRI TR M F LS, U5
R — R MR ] . ASCIETiERNEXS divorce HEHATIHE R SCRAMWIR, BTS00 —iE
o)) A EI YR divorce ], FRERHEIA S SRS, (RIS Y TE Rl EE R R R ALY U
e

2. FREX B
2.1. hRE X Bk

Sinclair 8 H, 5715 310 HE B2 R 8% 0 it 2 A0 15 UM (B2 4 ) 1 S (BP9 e 3 SCPAL) o P a8 S
i (Extended Units of Meaning) &A% #EHC. JEBCEE . 8 SR FIE G AN L/ M R [1] o 19 25 3]
(Node): 2#EAYJg & CHRAL AL L, AT ALH K ZZE . F5HC(Collocation): 455 7 s i FL LI i
. J8ELEE(Colligation): #8537 AU L B0 HARIE VLI, 2T 2 B VAR AE . 18 S 1A (Semantic
Preference): #5537 AU L0 1) FL A AH [R) 8 SCRFAE 16— 418 BT 200 H R 1038 SCE R A . 18 S (Se-
mantic Prosody): 4577 il i8] 7 5 B A HRe PR IR S RIS S . S AR LTINS BT A v SO, AR
BT UL ANMERZ A SRRSO, OB T EAY R E SCRALRE U RE . R B SR
PAAS R %o, Wes] Hoftinl 15 55 2 3L 00, B R E R . A T ETE . EE . 1B SCRE F ThRg 5§
ZAZHME R
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2.2. IIREX RLAIMRIR

PR SCRAL AT E HANTS o A CASE SR SRR, fhE T COBUILD i ) SE 9] (Un 46 4
S:45] naked eye) 7B, $EH T ¥R E SCRADX —HES, PR H AR OER: B, B, BB
e B SUBRRNE SGHI1). T, EHBHAAFRERE. LT RETHOTFRY R E AT .
a1 Yao £:T NOW iEkLEE, 2 “Data” —ial, JFIRIE SCRIXT LURIFAT, 1% 2 Rl — AN 76 5 AN 1R A
R, DU T RS 7 R E B A B R R IIAETE[2] . Hou (2023)3 TRk EE X LU IR SR effect.
impact, influence [{iE L#IRFIE[3]. [FIFE, Wang(2022) T & A SCirliE SCHIERE R FE EL A 72 [4]. Yao JT &
B SCRIRTLORIE AL, AR (2 R —ANRTE PN E R (R [5]. A AR K& 2 E R e AT
0 R SCHAGS FUBI A Gl 43 BT 18] SCIR T 2 R B S TR0 A0 . TG S SCRRE B RN ILIE 2
DUIHR THE I 2R 2 31 07 3 [6]. 6% . /47 2 r1(2020)i 1 %f Eb %2 deal with F1 cope with [7] S i 41 7E 3
[E] [ 5% 1) (BNC) A [ 2 2] 25 BB E R (CLEC) R AR i S5 BCAT N RIS SCRIHRAE,  #R 1 s
ARG R 2 2] 0200 [R) SR AL R A R, BV 22 e IR AT IR R [ 7] 52 N B 115
FEENT, G5 (2019) 2 T 40 e i SCERALFRAE, X ELATT 9t o [ 2 2 3 RS AR T 2 76 48 v 43i8) i
make £ 5%, &FAFAIFRICIERAEJI[8]. WEHER . BRIE T COCA B KlEXT 317 keep HIF fig & SLHAL
JEFFWEFU[9] BRI 1B A R (2019) % LU IR 1 AR I v & AN v [5] 2 2] 25 91k B AR il e o, AR —
BHAA[10]. 2 )5, MSEBELIR A R SCERAT T S AN Lo AT BB R 1 [11] -

gib, YRR SCRAIH AR 2 H T B ISR E DL i) (2 sk UEhiA) . &id], Bl [F S/ E
SRR TN G, I HTE S DA OB R S SR . AV, 1E SORIE F DR SRk i AT, 12
THEHEIRAIET ). ACHEET COCA BRI EXT divorce —ilHATH & E LA, NIREE L H
B RAERHERE T “CIRAEINIL” .

3. fsikid
3.1. COCA BRI ENE

ASLHEET COCAERLEE, BISEE 244X 5435 15 K} (Corpus of Contemporary American English), #&—4
PRk HATME L TIR, FEH THH O % 2 S E s . 36 E | #K 51 Mark Davies #04% - #F
BI32, T 2008 4F b2k, HIECH A SRR Y, HARET 78 (R AR B 29 T 5 R0), PR A 245 1) 5k
I PEANRT I PE . SCARRARNR A IRl R H) S D RS E IRENEE AR RS,
AR ER AR ) S R T T A

3.2. MREER %

AW FEHE T COCA BRI E XS divorce — T e e 1 52 = 78 . 15 2, 1 COCA 15 R} ST #2 2 divorce
—ii, o JE BT AR A 4 AR RN S iA 3 R R SRR AT, FLUR, BB — RS N T AR RIS YN 5 v R
PI[L2], PRI 8 5 B B2 (1 s 1) 20 A 1) TOURA) R POV B55) A —a 44, 25 520X — Y 1 N % ) B HE B A $5 B 1) o 2
H, il BENLIFE R 2 divorce [ 100 MEBE(RBIAT), 2 M o W L AEBC A 28ICEz . 15 U ) 2 i
NXERE R, HFLEIR KT R

AT FEE B E] 2 DA i

divorce —1Al7E COCA T8} Hh A4 e B e 52 LG 6ok 1 2

divorce — 1] Q] 5 AN [F 45 SCAT IFa) F-44 Fic 1 Bk He A L L0 SRR 2

divorce —a] 14" & 5 LA 3 Bt S 2 = AT 5 iy SRR J A 2
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4. divorce —iR¥ RE N B 534

1E COCA BBl FEAE 264 N7 A divorce, HRAEZR SIAT4r B HAB RO . ZRBEEE . 1B e ALE )
TR
4.1. EBEESH

Table 1. The register distribution of divorce in COCA
%< 1. Divorce 7£ COCA BRI EFRIBIH A%

g3l B ad
% 2839 10.99%
WA 3zl 3150 12.20%
CRITEEN -2 4060 15.72%
i 3709 14.36%
NG 3282 12.71%
ki 3721 14.41%
B 3178 12.31%
PRI E 1873 7.30%
A 25,812 100%

% 1 i, divorce —ial7E AL/ M RSIX — ARk b LR 1 (15.72%), KON A E(14.41%) . THEARE
(14.36%), TESARICEH 7 H Ak (7.30%), (H7E R I QA pAom i v o EEAR RT3 =1 (12.31%), HL &k
i ZERREUDN, UL divorce —iRBE VG Tz, AAERTNE & O 3kiE, EXKLEERYE. XAEIES
SIFHAEHEASI LB SER IS5,

4.2. BT

RIS SR A AR AR (18], TR B SLIARD, AETE BT R S B,
R L R A, 28 e i S AELE I B JJEHE [11] - R, A divorce Dok 281, 15 B 75 BF—-4/+4,
S35 divorce 159443 B shial BRT 15 AN AR .

Table 2. The top 15 collocation words of divorce in COCA
% 2. divorce 7E COCA BRI EEP AT 15 {(I#5HELIA

AU 7 divorce (n.) divorce(v.)

1 file parent

2 marriage wife

3 rate husband
4 end marry

5 child mother

6 paper marriage
7 parent father

8 lawyer couple
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9 case recently
10 wife later
11 law remarry
12 settlement reality
13 court ago
14 no-fault separate
15 separation single

%2 fR, ¥ divorce —i4% 44 BhiA] 328, WL HAEBCIARE s . WL, divorce fE 44, HEINIE
R, WK E SR, o file, paper, lawyer, case, court, no-fault 5. ifii divorce /£ yzhia i,
R HE . LR, 0 recently, later, remarry, ago, single %5, iX%F4 divorce — )i Ny
FRHE o

5 divorce —ial#E A A K= AR R G044 8, 45 wife, husband, mother, father, child, parent,
couple. X—EFEEEfRRE T X divorce — il A7 7L [ A i WL EISRIR, BEPAATEE S0 AIR], B AR 25 5
(R FEF)NEE, S TN AMEN R R — & FUf2m . kb, no-fault iX—#4H A
PR T A REEEHEM, RERTNTAAELSH . FIAE no-fault divorce (J0id i 55 45)iX —
R ARG, no-fault AR 1A, FHFhRic it B k285 m s b, R 4 N KR 4.

4.3. HKBELEESHT
IR N 2 b A 7 ATV A S [11]) W —/NABR T MNRE R E AL, 15 MNAEE
MEIE, THRLNEBAEIE. LL divorce NG &1, 70745 H! divorce 1 Jyshia f 4 ) () 2 BR324

Table 3. Distribution of colligation of divorce (v.) in COCA
= 3. Divorce (v.)7E COCA JER}EE Ry 2 BEE S 7

FKIRHE R ARAA T 245
DIVORCE + PREP from/in/for/with/at/after/about Form is henceforth divorced from matter.
DIVORCE + PRON him/her/me/you/himself Other option was to of course divorce him.
DIVORCE + NOUN/PHRASE a few years/a long time/his wife He divorced his first wife about 5 years ago.
DIVORCE + ADV recently/later/twice/ago/completely And though she’s been divorced twice.

Table 4. Distribution of colligation of divorce (n.) in COCA
= 4. Divorce (n.)7E COCA BRI ER R KB IE N

eSS e A T %445
DIVORCE + NOUN marriage/rate/child/paper/parent The divorce rate has doubled.
ADJ + DIVORCE final/no-fault/bitter/messy/painful I know it was a bitter fight at the divorce time.
VERB + DIVORCE file/end/finalize/grant/sign She has filed for a divorce.
ADV + DIVORCE through/shortly/financially/legally/reportedly I’m going through a messy divorce.
GEN + DIVORCE + PREP ’s/of The king’s divorce from queen Katherine.
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=
b

KT 52

4 3, divorce fEABNIE, BT LMIA LY, SLDURZEEE, LA DIVORCE+PREP #1 ADJ+DIVORCE
N F . 7E DIVORCE+PREP 541, Divorce 5 /1d] from F51C &7 L& K, # WLETC A divorce from sb/sth,
FRIE BRI v 48 “ U8 ” , BiERR “ B, L7 . Divorce i NOUN 5k ADV I, £ 5 A%,
AL HE I ] B (40 a long time) « B (1] £ (five years ago) Al (twice), i BH BS 45 1F 9 N A= sl SR i B 2 1
U4k, ¥ final. finalize & end #4TC divorce 15 W AT TSR i v, RIS QA B B A , 170 129 405 J0 DA 2 A )
LW IR i X ULE 7 R AT T3 — P HE L B AR G o0 RN 284, R4S
BB R, MEVEER SISHA, B B

PE7 4, divorce 1E N4 iRl L FH R 28H%$%, LL DIVORCE + NOUN Al ADJ + DIVORCE A= . DIVORCE
+NOUN T E 54 Ky, # iR . VERB+DIVORCE = B4 filiid ¢ S IS8 73X —2h . R8I
HIEHER 1. Divorce A4, FEIR “BEI5” . WIEHEA sb’s divorce from sb. ADV + DIVORCE 2Kk
FEFR AL through 5 Ebiz KT HAthial, HEXZ A golstruggle through a + ADJ (NEG) divorce, it B 2 4§
NSRS R 2 . X WMRE T IS MR A, RHERSRE AR LR D — sS4, 1
ADJ+DIVORCE k2, BRTERIVES & ik ARG s R 2590, 4 final. no-fault, H 38 2 8 VA
Wil FE 25 B 4S, 4o bitter. messy. painful. DL “acceptable divorce” &G B T B U5 A4 32 1 7 S
U5, LA IBAAAE SIS A AVFRILR, HOoWAZE: FHEOEEZRE . Basa NN Ame A
PSR, (HWAEE T E KKy . “Divorce or death” X — 5 EUK B 48 SIET-AHIR I8, ML KBS
MITEIRARE . LSRG BB A 5 v B AT B AS AT R OC R R B VAl ) 45 3R

4.4. B AREIDH

Table 5. Semantic preference of the top 5 collocation words of divorce in COCA
= 5. divorce 7£ COCA 1B HIEE R 5 (IEACIRIANIE M fiif=15=

TWRE +PREP i I +ADJ  IEXfHE +NOUN  iF Uil +ADV i I
from rh I A married Ealis parent Ealis recently LR
in ik widowed AR wife ik later ok
di\(/\?l;ce for LR single THAR husband LR twice g
with Ealis likely Ealis mother Ealis ago LR
at i separated LRl marriage i completely THAR

FEI +VERB B Ui +ADJ TEXAFE +NOUN  iF SUf ) +ADV B XA
file s final s marriage s through %
end Ealis no-fault Ealis rate Ealis shortly g
di‘(’r?.;‘:e finalize g bitter Wik child diE financially Wik
grant Rk messy TH R paper Rk legally i
sign Ealis painful THAR parent Ealis reportedly g

W% 5 fiizw, divorce —1A7E COCA HERFEEH R 5 A7 #4 Fin] (1918 Ui LAt 3=, i 80%, o4
DNTH RS SR, TE PSR R IR 135 SR . DRI divorce 46 K 22 3 LR BN S SO, T
T BB ST 1 B 22 153 B iR SR B . 1201, divorce 5 from X — 4 e ia] B i ARG R R A BB i S
il . 24 from RIS/ S0 . AT, RIS i), £ completely divorce from sth
X G U R B AR V38 XA, H divorce BN B, ML
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45. BN

B SCRARIL 1 0] 15 BURAE RS e B T IS SO A A . 1R IR S —sE AR B
FEWE L 1B R SCSER 1]. WBEXSDIREMEENT, 34T divorce — Rl A AR SLA ML . AR S itk i
X, BERAZE S IR LS SCR R, SHZ IR SR AT AN, A BN A i m fR e 5

1. BRIE X

HHERC A P AT A R AR IR A N PR A, iR A AR TS . Divorce FEAR /D1 L
NARBURINGE SR, 32 Sl AR B R RSB OR SE L, 17T divorce iR AR &R HIMERR o

5] 1: Now that Ramona is happily divorced and renewed.

f5i 2: | thought you were separated, the two of you marching lockstep to an amiable divorce.

PA_EPIAM) 15t B divorce 3l 5 AR U ) B RERIFE T, M RIA RS G . 61l 1, H
happily TE28 B85 00 R AR I It O, IR ILEVE M E A, BB am AL ORI ) o 451 2 7 H amiable
IS SRR R, BB AR BUTT =& RAR 52 L 22 72 W7 HR AR i 285 5 . [RitL,  divorce T8I 5 AR A fii 7]
MRS, AILHARERE AR RAE B R R AR .

2. JHIRIE X

AR SR HETC 1) T 48 SE400 7 2B (R IBC AR R 7 T PR B A AN ER (14 - Divorce 5 387 47 TH] R SOl &
ARTESE I, I TR A91E S8 . 24 divorce T FRUSUHIC R ARERING,  FLUR AR AT SR 0 A5 AT Mg B
BUSHIH AR R (K 5. AE AEAE) ARGEREEZTRTRMUS . BTUR) KBS 5 i) IR X
(WESUSTE P B, BISXUT B AAG ) =J7 RN HT . 1112 divorce 2 #570 B5 . SN, LI ARAE 3L
A RV T A B R RIS R, Gl O REE ) .

51 1: 1 mean, divorce is pretty painful.

5] 2:  Fathers who abandon their children financially and emotionally after divorce would be subjected to
the same social stigma.

%1 3: Divorce, infertility, death. And nobody jump overboard?

5] 4: 1’m going through a messy divorce.

511 5: “A Variety of Whimsical Verse” is one of those albums that completely divorced from the mundane
and dreary.

% 1 fir7x, Divorce ] 7 i s CHATE IR, RILHTHARE X%, FH painful 1IX—HAHME X
(R & divorce, (RIS o i 2 AT BN BB M, i T AR R, B
BIS A ML RAL 2 M A CORM A% 77), RULH divorce — il IV MG SR (BRI 447
FEMEA ), BUSARMAIRRE,  “AO8” MEmAMAMIERIEL, BRI . 4 3 il 5 HAh
TR AA 21 ) 5 AR B divorce FTH HAE IR . B4 divorce, infertility, death J£41, %1425 45
()R 3od A, BPVE AR L. BEAh, divorce HIEAE—SEREE dhiierh, R ILHVEARIIE X#, fFl 4 41 go
through a+ ADJ (NEG) divorce, H: 1 /%517 messy EIX B IS I M E . 41 5 1 completely divorce from
sth (NEG), H:# mundane and dreary #2& A8 55 i B (1 AR A

3. HEEXH

rh PR TE SRR R O] A W S R R B AR A7)« =5 divorce HI TR 4 WL sOIRASR, 43
AT AIEREOR, A HA G 18 S .

%1 1: She has filed for a divorce.
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B

K

i 2: 1’m recently divorced.

%1 3: Children of divorce are more likely to divorce.

11 1~3 h divorce 7o B S AU T R AR S, SR TR BRI A L WA Bl 1 BRI T H I S
KRR, B2 W T RIS T RS, Mkl 3 RIE T R R ERIZ T B A T RETE
KXWl BT RAGR, SERE, AR IERTE GY.

5. R

ICN=A

AW AU Bh 36 24 QBB BLE(COCA), LA divorce T AW 78 ey e & SCehr, M4id . 5hid
R A B0 ) e AT i A RO ] PR 5 SUA), 1] SRR A DA BT SCRIREAE, W 98 A I

—. B3 divorce —EMVERE Tz, AFERWE & kE, EXEIEERSE.

—. F&BC: divorce fEN% ], HEINIER, W ACKESEHM IR divorce 1E 3Ry, {5
B JEEX. t4h, 5 divorce —IaEECAH KL R SO 44 3], ARILNATTRE S 4l R R i B

=\ REHE: 4 divorce fEAZNHEIE, ()4, SLIUFREELE, DL DIVORCE + PREP il ADJ +
DIVORCE . H#, divorce 5rid from FEIC A7 tba K. 4 divorce 1E A%, LR FPRBHE, D
DIVORCE + NOUN Fl ADJ + DIVORCE A F. DIVORCE + NOUN % 53 ik 4iisg, o 1E.

VU 5 SO rhk v SO b e A3, OO s SR, A/ HeR AR B (118 SCfiA . divorce
55 from $EBCAHNTRFIA, A4 I 00 T U] o

Fiv ) BT ARV AR O] S AR B AR AR AR L)AL, divorce — iRk ik PR AR G2
L IR SEIL R IR IR . ST M, RGN b, R T 25 i
L8 ). go through a + ADJ (NEG) divorce; completely divorce from sth (NEG).

HRZ e CRAat Fm R, ST E 77 TR EE R SN IE] (9 e e AL (EMU) R R . 3E
b 2 g R (B M OB R) T, IRANIRR I WA (R A0k, 18 SORAE R T SEIL I B8 1 ik F)
4% . Divorce —inl (4™ & & LA I3 BT A T~ NG5 K 5 Tl e A 8 4 Tt ieis H iZm], 4290108 11 SGE
RHE . 3 SCRREAREL T N BN 7 AU . IR e > i b, Rkt B e, i
FERRRE . DMmAE A ASG 3T DR 55 UG sl W AR A R 1047 . X — I AR IIE S MR R, AT
T2 2] 3 1018 FHBURPE AT BARIE S RE 7. MOCAUOR Y R S SCRAL R I FE G TR, ONIE
BHETE S =N 5 K R TTER 18 2261 .

ABAE—ERRE EN EMU OB R EEWT SO 7B 2 00MEdE, H R BEOR R E T
BOUE, R3O R LR STER A fedE— B2 . TEARSRIIIE AU, SRR EMU A TER E IR S LA
BOU T S P MARRR DL, ATIRAGRT EMU BRI 3R, B0K EMU B985 HAhIE 5 S ER g &,
PETFEHRMAH S KR,
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