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Abstract

The main protease (Mrre) of the novel coronavirus SARS-CoV-2, also known as 3C-like protease
(3CLpro), plays a central role in the virus replication process. The structure and function of Mpro
are relatively conserved in f-coronaviruses and there is no homologous protein in human, making
it a key target for antiviral drug development. In this study, we successfully completed the proka-
ryotic expression and purification of SARS-CoV-2 Mprro, obtaining a high-purity and high-homo-
geneity protein sample. Crystallization screening of Mrre was carried out using the vapor-diffusion
sitting-drop method. After obtaining single crystals, they were soaked in a solution of the na-
no-materialglutathione-protected Au clusters, resulting in a novel X-ray diffraction crystal struc-
ture with only one cysteine at position 156 binding to one Au(I) ion. Structural analysis revealed a
~0.6 A displacement in the conformation of the Asp153~Cys156 region of the Mrr protein upon
binding of the Cys156 to the gold ion, suggesting that this conformational change further inhibits
the biological function of Mrre through an allosteric effect, providing new information for the de-
velopment of novel coronavirus inhibitors.
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1. 5|8

FRGEARIEEE T 2019 4 12 HERBERI, BP0 K% R H a4 8 SARS-CoV-2, JERHZH
52 B 2 A SARS-CoV MLLE~82% [1]. ZW B G N JG =5 i B EPIR FH 25 606 . Db . 2
W R G 2 P A R [2]. SARS-CoV-2 & —Fifufi, H4E RNA 7EE, BTl RmsER1] [3].
RIFEE 7 A, ST av By y 16 FoR[4]. BR¥THILE) SARS-CoV-2 41, HEIH 7 Fiid
PR FAE IS e A3, Hirp HCoV-NL63 Al HCoV-229E J& T o B5IR 3 2, HCoV-HKU1. HCoV-OC43.
SARS-CoV. MERS-CoV 1 SARS-CoV-2 J& T g BUe R EE[5]. 5 H A NS RIm 5E251L, SARS-CoV-2
(1) 25 (RN PR AN T IS Bl A, w2 ik, B ppla Al pplab [6] [7]. K&EZ A LR IR E
FIBFHE AL 16 NG AESE K& FI(Nsp1-16), EA14 372 NspS 4wt (1) = & F ##(Main protease, MP)All
Nsp3 gmiid A28 A R 5 H B (Papain-like protease, PLpro) [8]. MP® ML S8 AEME Nsp4-16 HIREAL, 1M
PLpro MMM S5 Nsp1-3 fE[9] [10].

MP X 44 3-BEEE FABGRE B A R(3CLpro), TE 2 Mieb iRis #h B B Ok, DALAE 9 vR Y7 A
A R Gei I 55 I AR AR ) G 2 R IR AL . MP™ TE AR N [FIEYD, K AR TGy B0 A6 A AR 1 s 5 1
i, BIMEREN11]. MP° 2 —FeERt B E AR, TSN L-Q (S, A, G) (V NEMAL ), Kk
P93 B AR R AT B[ 12] [13] [14]. X 528 SR S5 I 78 R B MP™ 1V — R 10 R 28— Rk 4 B ik
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W, AR R EASETEROTEEEM15]. BABREHE =AW, N g 1 (5 10-99)
ANGE IR TT (kI 100-182)HT & ik 6 AN SCFATHI B AR, C Si&b k3 TIT (%2 198-303) £ Z4 Bl T8 (i 1)
TRAR[14] [16]. MP© S M RO T AR TR T R AN, RS PO, X875
ATLGERBEVESS & Z IRRM[17]. HTREERT MP® DD Re AR, [T 7E N8 Al h A K e 1 fE
TR, IXAE MP SO HUREE 2 B i AR L [ 18]

G AR — A T BN SR B TR0 G K S 0K 2 IR R G5 FRAS [ 19« B R R T80 s g )
HEL S 145G 1Y U RS e 9K SR AR, B BB IR 231 AL AR /N (19 RSF[20] [21]. 2005 4, Tsukuda
NI — R Auy(SG)y BFES F AT 1 15 47 4 3 BT 25 MBS i 5 (ESI-MS) /M i, e T 7% o3 1 R 1)
73 TN Aus(SG)s [22]. WIS TIEE S ILTA2LEN&E T, RSP/ 2 nm [23]. @ D6
PEAE 93 AR 1 4 1 75 2 T HE W 00 2 A s e A AR 2 2 b (R PR R R [ 24« IX B8 A W03 T A5 R AR
FIE AN TR EAR . AR 2 F25[25] [26]. Yen-Chun Z5 K& iH& A 2 k4> T B35 4
WRAN, BRRS LG HAEYBRAG A A AEYE M EARR R DR AR, PR AR D [F O, AR 98 e 1 RN 22 ke
FPE27]0 2022 4F, Mm% NEEG BT GURMBHS IEH IR i) & A%, 8 i 40 B A 24 S5 % IR
AR RE AT BN SARS-CoV-2 R EE S H,  [RIINIE I 4 BIE W] N 7E T~ R NF-«B @i, 3540
S A9 N (1) 2R3 28] dlId X S A AR A A R I, 1% 4 B T S B T A A OB fR AR
K Cys145 A7 pgE i ) MP S [28 ]

TEARWER A, BATE SeRIEMAiL T BA i B R b — MR MP 2R (R, 3 e 3 B 4 L
W TR R AR K SR, BRIEFER MPC A, FIRRIEE, KB H I SR &%
N MP G A K VB P v A, A4 AR MP SRR 78 /0 AH ELAE Y, B2l ad XS4k Ak 5 4 i
WT3RAT T — s 0 HR R (B 2 MP =2 2504

2. MMERHE
2.1. KR

2.1.1. RAISE#%

FIEEAE pET28a %Ak 1) SARS-CoV-2 MP® it fik H LB f #45 AWRH = e A IR A\l A0 &
(% JDE DR A 2 1 4 A AR 40 oK MR SR B b 5 Tl R 54k 22 5 AR i B 22 22 B () 15 2 = AR 1 s E. coli
BL21 (DE3)/&3Z2 240 il 5 R AR A R A

2.1.2. FERHF

WA TG Marker (TSP021)>k H RV AR A R PR BRI SR B IRIIE R N A
R E R AT AV A &K E Qiagen/Hampton Research/Rigaku A F]; 23 FIE Ni'-Chelating
Sepharose™ Fast Flow 3K H GE-Healthcare A ] .

2.1.3. FENE

TER AW TR R A L —ERHE AR AR SRR KE#KRE ZEALWAY; Superdex200 #EH:
JZHT#E(Superdex200 Increase 10/300 GL)>K H GE-Healthcare A &) ; #ZR FHEIKASCR HAL I S—IES 5 BEIR
KH BB E R AR REBMEA R OPR A B i AGE OV A R AR misA R e
OALRE HILAE] ;s ARIEE & R4l e ck B M R se MR AR A s AKTA-FPLC £ {44k &
4tk H GE-Healthcare A w]; # H HIKACMER R CK B BIO-RAD Aw]: SRR EHTHR H KIETE
LM R A A

DOI: 10.12677/hjbm.2024.142025 231 LR 2


https://doi.org/10.12677/hjbm.2024.142025

PUESE

22. /&

221. M EBRNRIES K

KA MP B () pET28a BRI FURLEL 46 2Kt 18 BL21 (DE3)&S2 A4, iRAT 2 mA R
TR LB BAR 7P, 37CHEEFE 12~16 hro 3525805, BEHLBREL 3~5 AR E ST I %558 o
P8 0 TE A ) o B TR VR A S 21 100 mL IR ISEE 2R 1) LB Wik E 3R 5, £ 37°C, 220 rpm/min fH
PR EEFE 16~18 hre Z JGH 10 mL BVREEFE] 1 L 1 LB MiAAE; -4 H, 37°C, 180 rpm/min #R %1%
F5, FFHEBRWIEE ODg fHIEE] 0.6 Aty, KIEFEEME 16°CIHMA 0.2 mM IPTG (Isopropyl
B-D-Thiogalactoside, ¥ P 2&-A-D-fitfXEANE ) H 2 KM EREHNER, HEEIRYE T 16~18 hro

B VTVE O B AR B B 220 (20 mM Tris-HCl pH 8.0, 20 mM BEME, 500 mM NaCl)Eit2. B 18
e PR SR T A, R BRI A Z AT AT 240 B B, BARIRAE W R« 5 YR 22 (20 mM Tris-HCl
pH 8.0, 300 mM NaCl, 50 mM BKME)HFATIEESE, KFRAEE: 8 Y22 (20 mM Tris-HCI pH 8.0,
300 mM NaCl, 300 mM PKMEVEE H 8 A MAEF Esel Fk. et i85 BB TEV (Tobacco Etch
Virus, B E PRS0 E)EE, BN ELBIZR 15:1 (BR A5 TEV BERIEE/R ), E414) 4 20 mM Tris-HCI1 pHS.0,
100 mM NaCl, 1 mM DTT (Dithiothreitol, S8 EL) AW+ 4°C %A Tt ROET, WWIRREMEA L1
His 345 . BTG BIRE it SRCEE R AT E— 2P alifl, BRI REEZM(20 mM Tris-HCI pH 8.0,
300 mM NaCl, 50 mM BKPE) AT FE 7, HEENT G TC His FRZEHIRE S NaCl. DRI B 1 5 21 5 S22 v
WA, A AUZ B RE £ 3R SR &6 His FR250 TEV BERUR ML EEDI I B & A . BRFERE S
453 500 uL, H Superdex 200 10/300 49 #E47 44k (2% v 20 mM Tris-HC1 pH7.5, 150 mM NaCl,
1 mM DTT). K MP° & FAE IR SEE] 10 mg/mL, % 5 T-80°C 44 RN I#47, FIH SDS-PAGE Hijk % &
RARE SR,

2.2.2. BIFEK

T ALY #rk, {8 PEG/Ion. PEGRx. Classics. Screen. Index. Natrix. SaltRx %5 & A7 i 15071
EHHATEE AT . BAAE PEG/Ton A& 1 5 2614(0.2 M NaF, 20% PEG3350, pH 7.3) A K H
T itk . (HRAVIRAF IS ARAARTREUN, AR X S ERATHFRE, RUXHZ AT 7 — R BRI
1, BLFEHEERT pH AR, RANAIRATIE & X 2T 5 R 5 dn i

B4 BRI 4E 2 E N 100 mM, RPN T 1 mM TCEP (18 [ 45 St A B 4 % 2 10 mM. i
b TCEP By H 728 7071k A s Al . K MP© S IR0 AE &8 SRR 45 St 24 hr, {814 4175
A B 2T 780 BLAE

2.2.3. EARGFEFER

MP© G RIk 2 R ERPERSHGIR BLO2UT Zubidi AT X S ATHEdR g, WK 0.98 A, deufifift
(17 XDS %A B 2 56 AT EUR AL B, SRAF B 2 AT #dii[29]. A FH CCP4 ¥R 441f] Phaser 1T 7> T B #t
PAFVILEMOLAE 2, WIEEH57 4 PDB JZ (https://www.rcsb.org/) ' PDB 54 7TLKE HI£5#4[30] [31].f#F COOT
WA AT S, {87 Phenix F1 Refmac X &5 MR A EEATAE 404012 1E[32] [33] [34]. f/H CCP4 H1f¥] CAD
1 FFT THE SR B % . # ] Pymol 814 (https:/www.pymol.org/) ff 7~ — 4 45 MR RN 52 e &8 44 LU G

3. BR 51118
3.1. MP ERRIETLL

3.L1L M BERRERIARMFMALER
I 5y T B B Rk (hitps:/web.expasy.org/) THFLAS B MP S 143 & 33.8 kDa. N it
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SET

A His FR25 1) MP© 8 NGRS L SERIZEAG . B 1) 31 S 8L SDS-PAGE HLIK& SR & 1 o, Wi =
Jei~ B JE RIS ORI 300 mM KIS RS 5 (0 Bk 4 b, FRATTRT LAY BT W 52 3 H K 5% AL T 35~45
kDa Z [d], i MP® 8 A 7E KRR o Ca s I8 I Wb 4k . TEV D15 i H B 6 B R T
F, UL N uf¥) His bR JBEY), SRAFTCAREE I BAT B 2 B V) M B L FRE o 75 SRR JE FF
an (P PR 45 R A L TEV B2k, Ui A SR AIARZE ) TEV 8§ AL Lo 25 Bk .

5 6 7 8 9

. ‘ J 25
VE: LI 1 iS5 IPTG B AR AT BB s FLIE 20 g S50 RO R AT 8
PR BRE s FLIE 3. AR B0 J5 B TEAR dh s FLIE 4. BB BSOS RIDTIERE s FLIE 5:
BAEA AL R PR SRS LIE 6: 50 mM BRIEEFERE G FLIE 7: 300 mM BK
MRS LR s FLIE 8: TEV BEVIR I A FLIE 9: HH Marker. ZLEMEP 2K 77
His $REM M B B OHE T 2 v Bk His FR2EHT MP° 2R
Figure 1. SDS-PAGE electrophoresis results of MP™ protein expression and affinity purifi-

cation

E 1. M EBFRIATFE 4L E) SDS-PAGE KL LERE

3.1.2. M ERRBRRITBERENER

SRAMZALJE e R & A A AR E A, W 1 B, BIUCSRA T SR 382 Ao #f itk — 20 3 e 4l
o 2 JRoR T MM ER E BB E R AT R A SE R, 2R EIOR T 280 nm PR EAMRIE IR,
WARRIE 15 mL I, SEAMEBERG, BEIN TFARUSCERRE it o ORI 17 mL S AME N B BT R 2 AL
SRR B . I 511, IR PR FLIE(E (2200 mAU), WEARAIENY 16.5 mL. XFUSCEE M i
#4177 SDS-PAGE HUK#EE, 4R ERAA K HREANNN, W CHRA 7 BA A= —
) MP™ 2 B
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Figure 2. Gel filtration chromatography purification results of MP® protein. (a) UV absorption profile of gel filtration chromatogra-
phy; (b) SDS-PAGE electrophoresis results of gel filtration chromatography

2. M BRI IERTANSERE. (a) BRERLIBEFTECEIMNERRLE; (b) BRELIEEREL SDS-PAGE B
TKSEIEERE

3.2. RIFEKEEERAT

a)

-~ —_—
N
P : ook
uaveleogtn: ©.57515k Distance: 32¢.000mm =
Expo. Tima: 0.300s Frede vidth: 1.000" . 2023-07-06 19:53:18

Figure 3. Crystal photo (a) and diffraction image (b) of MP™
B 3. M™ @R (2); RITHER(®b)

FATRAF I MP™ B [ 5 o1 P AR AR [ 45 AR 2 A1 B 2% 18 0.2 M NaF, 17.5% PEG3350, pH7.3.
AR AE KRS 0.7 L 35 0.4 pL 6 mg/mL ) MP™ 2 (AR AT IR &, 4 CIEIRIEIRERG IR =K.
IR an P 3(a) R, B — @RI, TEARBIN, K/NEIE . 12128 & HEAK M EHA W 24 hr Z )5,
a RSN TG AR, MITEHERE LR AR, T8 X HRATHINER . 78 i FEDARFHGEIT R X S8R4T
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SRR, KON 0.98 A, [N 10, LR 1 3607, 3K43 360 SKATH I (FRFEMEE F an &l 3(b)
FiR)e it B R S G =S80 SEEEN C2, BmESE N a=1139A, b=541A, c=4438
A, a=90°, B=1013", y=90", AT sr#E% N 1.87 A, EHEN 97.6%.

gk —RANNIHE, GRSV AR . BB ERMEE MR 25, IR RAN) MP° =4E451 . 451
TR, AT AT ER 1A M EAR ST, HPRA Cys1s6 —Mimidisd 17—
ST, HpAREE R W 4(a) BT o TR A MP™ 2 1 BLRN A SRR 2R SE AL Th S, BT LAFRAT IR F Pymol
B EIR AR 1 S A — N SRR AL MP 43, DURBILH L = SRR (K 4(b)).

Au(l)
E: BENERAESE T HREZRNE 156 AL E BRI, A #(Chain A)FI B £(Chain B)NF A MP™ FLif

Figure 4. Crystal structure, (a) Monomeric structure of MP™ binding to one gold ion; (b) Homodimeric structure

4. RIKGEHE. () M EESETFHBELGER; (b) FE RGN
3.3. Elntr5ihe

a) b)

Figure 5. The anomalous scattering electron density map of the MP™ crystal: a) at position 156, the orange mesh (4.0 o) represents
the anomalous scattering electron density; b) at position 145

B 5. M™ @R BRI R FREERE: a) B 156 i, BRI .00 AREHHBETFER; b) &F 145 i

DR A it A P 0 4 B 7 B R0 SRS BRGHE 5, BIT LIOB I 0 A7 5 800 1) e o U 5 R & B T
AL E . FRATRILES 156 A1 Cys BT A B IR SR HUR 26 BE (8] 5(a)), WIRRTEHT MP° B2 56 156 7
PR ERE S T AN B T MBS, 5 145 A7 SRR R TCAT A B8 B3 5 (K 5(b)), B
95145 ALA KPP ERIIE LS E T4 4. BT Cys156 (NS T —NEBE IS HARR, WERI%S
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SET

MM A EAEHR, WTURRES T, @SR T EERERN RS SRS TTRE, 8 156
PR S E &I MY o1 B 1 JEECAR BRI G 7 S5 M RFIE[35] . B8 T IR BUN % B2 5 Cys156
{1 P 5 A A T, JIE SE & A AR 42 88 T LLS Cys156 IBR IR FiEAT 3L 456, TR Al Au-S 4,
PREIN 2.3 Ao TEZRTI—F8 SCHRIRIE F, SRUE T 2R sk 2% £ 1) T 4200 B 1 28 POk OO i g5 9 v 1
YK B Au-MPO (pyridine-2-thiolN-oxide, MEIE-2-FREE-N-SE YN SV EAER, &l Cys519
Cys573 DrikFE TR T 5 RN 4 5 PN 85 4 IF B IS M2 2401 [36]. FATHIRT 7T 45 Rt — 2t
B 49K 4 P T DA 3o 4 B 1IR30 B R R A 2 B R BRI A T AN Wl 3 R e 2, E TR0 &R
3 PR AR 5T

HAT 4515 PDB FEHTE Cys145 Fl Cys156 PN si #4854 25 11 MP° 24544 (PDB 5: 7DAU)
HEAT ELB A0 HT[28]. 3 24 5 AR % (Root mean square deviation, RMSD) A 0.205 A, Tt BRI S5 4 B
AR . 2GR 2 B2 R BT R T AN S E TS5 M 2 EEHRE: &8 F5
Cys145 2 ] (58 B il BE N~46.1 keal/mol, 115 Cys156 ~26.5 keal/mol [28]. REFLTHE S HT KB Cys145
AL Cys156 IR E A, BRULHEN &5 75 Cys145 B3N 45 &8 It Cys156 Ham[28]. {Hig, &
JEF W BT 55 oy A 4 R R E BRATIN A /Y b Cys145 RGBS T, IUH Cysl56 — ML sish&—
MEET, VA RSLRME N MM E A S & BEA BRI T, Cys156 L Cys145 Sibr FA
FRR G B A RE . AL, B Cys156 Al Cys145 frf4h, MPOIEEA 10 IR, @i IR
TRCH U TR RIS B TG A, & Cysl6. Cys22. Cys38. Cys44. Cys85. Cysll7.
Cys128. Cys160. Cys265. Cys300, PKFRATHEN Cys156 & 9K R TR U 4 2 1 1 B 1R 45 500 s

K IRAIEAT I E5 40 5 2 TR 45 G AR ) MP™ BEAZ5#)(PDB 52 7LKE) [30]3 4T & & ELEUM T (14 6(a)),
KL —FH I RMSD 4 0.277 A BRI B2 A 45 WA B s AR AUAE , (RO AE & B 145 G s R 1Y) Asp153.
Tyr154.Asp155.Cys156 &5 BT A4 1) TR0 A it DX 355 1) B8 S0 4 25 7 1 77 i) A2 T ~0.6 A 2 (1€ 6(b)).
L FRATTHEN, BT &8T5 Cys156 TR 7 3B 77, 18 mar a BT f X 358 1) B8 530 45 85 1 1R 7 1)
RAT Mm%, [FINHZAAk AT G 7 8AS MP© (KR G, BRI 0] 2R T 6 R Il DR

T O ARIEEDYART S RGE K = 4Lk SO RE K URE SR MRS MP© JAS5H(PDB 5. TLKE); SHHIECN &
BT MREIRE 156 Al FIRE BRI, L0 EuHT ka8 AR R AR DX

Figure 6. Comparative analysis of crystal structure and ligand-free MP™

largement of the binding site

6. MP° BIXLEH S RS A LRI LR . (a) BAZEMFILLE; (b) EAANSNEIPBAE

structure; (a) Overall structure comparison; (b) Local en-
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SET

4. g

AHEFUE Jet4 SARS-CoV-2 MP™ ] pET28a KA it b i 4k 2 KA B BL21 (DE3)RIiA R, il IPTG
FEERIEKGRE MR, B SRR ZT BRI 5828, K15 7 BA mal A — i M
. I S AR AT I DL A X R RTINS T, BLERAS a2 e B B 1 4 A IR 9 24 hr
JEH 1.87 A SR = YEaiig . iR, SRR R DOl B B 5 M A EAER .
TERMI S TS B TS Cys156 FRIEX — M7 SUR TN GG, AR & Cys145 Al 11 MEHE
TR EE, U] Cys156 &4 BIERT RN & B (I Bk 45 S A i HIA S5 G RCAAR I MP© sk 25 /e AH L,
G BT EE AL AR B Aspl153~Cys156 A4 ¥ TG R (148 5 1) B S0 4 25 - IR 7 ) R AR 17~0.6 A 1)
A%, FHEIZAE) 5 A8 Ak A A8 ) RS — 25 P MP™ IR S R A . 2, ASHIF 7T AT IE F S R 45 4
FRAE T — B AL ) MP B S AR EAE D7 3 AT AR BE AN OK 43 B AR R A e A E R

B oW
SRS B R PR S OGTR BLO2UL £k (i AR N S 9 X Lk b R Bl S R S0 Fr .
E&mE

[E 5 B ARELEIE S B ERE 4T H (22122401), JERITH#E - RS ECA BB H (KZ202210005001).
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