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Abstract

The criminal law characterization of illegal fourth-party payments has been the subject of much
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litigation in the academic community and the phenomenon of “different judgments in the same
case” in judicial practice, which stems from the technical complexity of fourth-party payments. In
order to accurately apply the criminal law norms in the case of opening an online casino as an en-
try point, it is necessary to clarify the essence of the behavior of the fourth-party payment and ex-
plore the specific types of the fourth-party payment, so as to simplify the complexity. The common
“business model-type” method of judging the substance of the act does not have the methodologi-
cal significance of determining the crime, and should be turned to the “aggregation mode-type”
method of judging the substance of the act and determine the substance of the act of illegal
fourth-party payment in conjunction with the interpretation of the “illegal fund payment and set-
tlement business”. Under the guidance of the substantive determination method of the “aggrega-
tion type”, acts judged to be of the type of capital aggregation shall be recognized as illegal busi-
ness crimes, and, at the same time, there is no normative obstacle to adopting the joint theory of
acts to be recognized as accomplices to the crime of opening casinos; acts judged to be of the type
of channel aggregation may be recognized as crimes of assisting criminal activities in the informa-
tion network, and the crimes of disguising or concealing the proceeds of crime and the proceeds of
crime judgment should be determined in the context of the interests of the law and a strict stan-
dard of proof.
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