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Abstract

Since ancient times, “teacher” is a common address in verbal communication. This paper analyzes
the process of the blurring and evolution of the prefix of the address “teacher” from the perspec-
tive of diachronic and synchronic, and probes into the characteristics and reasons of the current
generalization of the address “teacher”. This paper holds that the generalization of “teacher”
mainly has three characteristics: the fuzziness of semantic direction, the expansion of the scope of
reference, and the generalization of semantic emotion color. The paper also discusses the reasons
for the generalization of “teacher” from the aspects of the emotional color of words themselves,
the dilemma of address and the development and change of society, and strives to provide ideas
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for the study of the deep law of the generalization of Chinese social terms and explore the devel-
opment trend of contemporary language.
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