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Abstract

Polysialic acid (PSA) is a high-molecular-weight polysaccharide with significant biological functions,
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widely found in nature and the human body. Due to its low immunogenicity and good biodegradability,
PSA is considered an ideal material for drug delivery systems. In this study, Escherichia coli K87 was
used as the starting strain to construct genetically engineered strains for efficient PSA production
by overexpressing the key gene neuD in the Neu5AC synthesis pathway. The effects of different copy
numbers of the neuD gene on PSA yield were verified through shake flask and fermenter experiments.
The results showed that high-copy-number expression vectors significantly increased PSA yield, with
the E. coli K87-6 strain achieving a PSA yield of 8.4 g/L in a 5 L fermenter, which is 27% higher than
the starting strain. The genetically engineered strains constructed in this study have broad applica-
tion prospects in industrial production.
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1. 53|

TR 74 1% (Polysialic acid, PSA) & H ME VR R B4R N- 2. 19 41 45 28 2 (NeuS Ac) LA a-2,8 BY, a-2,9 Kl i i 1%
MEI[L], &A 1L AMRET, 2 RMEMERAGME T 280, KA (DP)K£ K 8~400 [2]. 1EHRFHM
MR ZARLE, AR AREE A S AEEFLI AR N, FEAPRIAME SR s . R, 20 PR R4 i 53
0S5 A AR kS B A (3] 7EAN A P AR A M 2 W B oy, B R E I [4]. PSA BA Gl TR B
VIR AR LT B AT, SLAE B AR AR R MR B NeuSAc W AR E/E R, AeA RO 3t iR
MR BB LA K E[5]. PSA T ZAAET RGBS, M2 FAE KT B R, 2408 R 1 %
JELI) HE LA R oy, B AR . SRMRVRR & A B T B TR A R AR m R AW, WS TEK
R H A LU, REFEAIR[6]. PSA HIME S nT LLA S 180°C LA I, MEETHHUIA, 75 H BEH A,
TECREM CBE P AR BRI PEMR, FRVESRAF PARRT MRS, O[], KAz, 24
WA A A B PR M VR R (NeuS Ac) , MRV IR B A A 20 7 T /K, KV 2B, JEHA25E - NeuSAc 1J BATE
ACHIFE R KIS MIRAEA G AL [8] 1EZFN PSA BA BRI G 5 VEANEL L AR M B ik, BT AR
e — FhELAR R AR 2545 A BH O] PSA BEA ML K 4l E , o] LA K AR R R G
[10] [11]. HESSEEHEZNYIIRRGRT ], PSA s k¥EE B2 CEEMMEM, MEMIGI K E[12], PSA A
SUIM AR, AR AES) T TERLETH, KA PSA Fr & L A AF e B 7 & 5 i [5],
KRR PSA ZF > T(NCAM) [13] [14]H)FERLsy, MEEFBIK, MEdgm FRE s 75 &
MK, PSA BA G AMISIZITee, ERIEEE MK E RG K E FRAEFRIIE
Fl. PSA 1 NeuSAc % E i Rl 4% 1E 52 Bl Ak 2 BHE K 1)) 2 KIE[15]

KIGFFBE ML PSA & AR &2 OB IR ABEF, W 1 FioR[16]. KA &S R 51 IE N A
B NeuSAc [17], H:AFE A PSA MIE B AR, 80 NeuSAc =R ZULE R & N TS G N E
ManNAc % NeuSAc B54ifE[18] (NanA FEE 4w i) Al NeuSAc & EE[19] [20] (NeuB 3k x| 4 i) fif 4k & ik
NeuSAc, 11 NanA [ B A2 — AN U] AT AR IR [ B, NanA [RIFE 2 {4k NeuSAc AT RT3 s A e
AN IR A ManNAc [21] [22]. KPS ZER%[20] [23]9 5 A X 3 6 NEEE A1 neuA. neuS Al
neuD Z54E5N T PSA &t T I MERRR B4R NeuSAC HEBF(NeuA Ik B&] 4 i) HE A A B M Vi I i 7 PR Tl 1%
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JIE(CMP-Neu5Ac), NeuA JE [ 2wt () FE[24]1F — P XL BB v] LU A6 K 22 250 2 A %) e Y T A 1
T % fi5 (CMP-AcNeuSAC) ¥ 1k A M i iR it 7 B iR IF (CMIP-NeubAc) . NeuA Ji: [RliE T 4w i CMP-Neu5Ac
synthase #ik, Jit—LE AN PSA JRALHEA. NeuD 3 [K 4w Y i #4 # B[ 25]1# NeuSAc [IFRIE 2 BEAL,
4k NeubAc A= ik 5E Tt AL MER IR B4 . PSA J2& Hi NeuSAc il it a-2,8 51 0-2,9 B B M i, NeuS
Bt D a-2,8 MRV R A5 BF[16], 488 CMP-NeuSAc T 3 M Vi R B AR 16 7 B R ME TR 3 1 1 AR IE JiR
Uig, AN PSA. 1E KPS AR HARLLR S X, £ 2S5 PSA MR finid 72, &KX B4k
FH AL R4 PSA 78 M P AR i B2 [26] -

Glucose

Glc-6-P

/Fru—S—P
GIn NH; PSA AcPA
Glnﬂv rNagB -

Glu Ac
GlcN-6-P <—L GlcNAc-6-P
NagA PSA AcPA
l/GImM o~ (CMP), —~ (CMP),
GlcN-1-P Nané
cN-1- Neu§
AcCoa | Acetate NeuS
GlmU -
CoAs ManNAc-6-P CMP-Neu5Ac<LN—r CMP-AcNeuSAc
GlcNAc-1-P ADP - eu il
uT! Na@ s PP < !
. | Gy ATP pyr < E 3
PPi 5 B g Z [-cTp
Lpsel UDP-GIENAC—<—>  ManNAc=——{Neusa Newd » AcNeusAc
UDP 3 AcCoA CoA
PEP 2 Pi
[NanT
Peptidoglycan Neu5Ac

Figure. 1. The pathway of PSA synthesis from glucose in Escherichia coli

E 1. KBFTETAERANK PSA HIEKE

FEH BT TALA = PSA I TRER LA F#82 DLARE N RY), Zid & B Rud 24 & PSA.
Glucose AN G, &id 6 SRR N 4 B NeuSAC, IHERATAFLE 25 2% A 10 [ fif S S AT B b 7 A% 5
IR F7 . FERFE A B B E M 1k NeuSAc &0 PSA Mg R ic EZMEH . B RE R 9K Gk m
DRI 7% 5) 7K PRIl 2 T8 7K ST AT R AR A SR A % AR 3 — 2D 42 75 PSA F= 8 [24] [26], &% NeubAc JHFERH
PRI A B SR AE 13135 AT

AHEFUE X FIR A, DL E. coli K87 JyH K Witk It ik NeuSAC & S B 42 FE A neuD, 4% &=4K
A HPSA K TREH

2. MMEHE
2.1. LR RS

211 EHRERN
ASHIT FUAE P AR TR R AT KL L2 L
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Table 1. Plasmids and strains

F 1 RASEN

K F IR FHE
pACYCDuet SIS 5 LR IHE DR IL B AR
PETDuet SG 2 AR W DUEER IR ik
pRSFDuet SG 2 LR s U RIA A
[ pTrc99A Bk R AL S Tre JH B FRIAHMA
A pTrc99A-UD SR A g & neuD FEK ¥ pTrc99A 41 i ki
pACY CPtrc-UD S A g & Trc-neuD 2 ) pACYCDuet 41 5 ki
pETPtrc-UD SR A g & Tre-neuD 2 [Rf) pETDuet 41 5 i
pRSFPtrc-UD S e g B Tre-neuD X ) pRSFDuet 40 57 i
E. coli DH5a S 2 LRI R T TR 3
» E. coli K87 S = DR TR H A PR
E. coli K87-4 Sy 4 pACYCPtrc-UD [ i) T8 41 B bk
E. coli K87-5 SR HA) g & pETPtrc-UD Jifi ki f 56 2H Ti Ak
E. coli K87-6 SHR AL g & pRSFPtrc-UD JF b ) 55 41 T ik
2.1.2. EFE

LB H537#3E: & by 10g/L, BEE AN 109/L, BERHRK S59/L, pH7.0, EREFRIEIIN 2% 5K «

KE %M. 121°C, 20 min.
PSA KEEH:770E: 11A40E 40 g/L, BHEERE 41 26.2 g/L,
BE 0.9 g/L (BAMUKTE), pH7.0. KE%M: 121°C, 20 min.

PR MR 1.5 /L, BREREZ 5 g/, Jo/KBRIR

BB TR WA R BTINA A RIA R APUAEZR, B P PR R TARZIKE: Kan 50 mg/L. Amp 50

mg/L. Chl 25 mg/L.
2.1.3. 5|4

FIF Oligo 7 & it 514, ¥R iG5|k 2 Ay TR (R RAE R A T A&, 4t iEN
HAP (-5l 3L LA ) BK ultrapage (-~ B83E L L), SI¥FH U 2 s,

Table 2. The primer of PCR

= 2.PCR 5|4
S4B FF31(5-3)
pTrc99A-UD-F cagtcggtacctttttgcgccgacatcataa
pTrc99A-UD-R cgactgtcgacaccaataatactctttgagcct
2.1.4. 5

0% 3 B A FERI BN 24 i il o H BRI 9 e W a5 2

Table 3. Laboratory reagent
3. kI

WK

BamHI 1. Sall )WJEE. T4 DNA #E4E$. 10 x Single Buffer.
ZRUERIR AR AN EH R (Amp). & B R (Chl). DNA Marker,

Loading buffer. DNA i B iR &
DNA $#2ERFI & Bk EGR T &

G
A TTAY TRE (i) B A IR A =

AR TR PR A
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g
2 x Taq Master Mix. 2 x Phanta Max Master Mix R RUEME R AR A TR A ]
double distilled water (ddH20) W R G AR TR AR A A
BEfIEbE A EEYREARA A
TAE ¥, BRlk £ 8% % (Kan) IR EERRHARA A
BERRE A R R I B A R AT
WL TH &3 R RS AL LA PR A A
22. (UEE5RE

RGBT, LC-20AT, ByFtawl; 5L KMHE, Cla210-5L, ZHUE/RI TREHEARARAR; &
Yt HT A SBA-A0E, (LR LM% IR 4% B RS0 =2

23. A&

2.3.1. PSA BRAXEERTRE#E N BHF a2

ASZIG 5 2 i OO e E A A pTrc99A-UD, LU NHEHR, H] pTrc99A-UD-F/R Jy3| ¥ PCR
PHSLEG . ERUWEGIP5r BIINN BamHI Al Sall PANEEDIAL SOORRAL, X PCR PR T — REEEY)
PR AN A A RS S0, 3R15 H AFEK A BE Tre-neuD. Tre-neuD JE[K A BX Al Duet % 41314 444 F AH 5] 1)
NI BamHI £ Sall XUEFY], 4tk 516 /0 T4 DNA SRR HEATES:, # A% E. coli DH5a B2 241
o, BREUTUR B DIIGAIE, SR EGAIE B Th B BT VS AE LB WA RS R IR, MCEE R B U 4 ke
P AE R NS TR B E. coli K87 Hfv, &k i M H 4H B R 42 BUTURE B B DI 30 TE A5 102 75 T o IX
ZRREHHE R 544 N E. coli K87-4. E. coli K87-5 Al E. coli K87-6.

2.3.2. KEEELG

(1) WK RE

A3 A R B SR VAL 5 P R AR A i 2 R 2 5 30 mLLB 15953/ 250 mL #29fiH, 35°C . 220 r/min
P57 10 he DL 4%4Ph B4R 2 50 mL KRS 77551 300 mL #&)fH, 37°C. 200 r/min #i&¥% #5355 48 h.

(2) KEEE KB

REETE 5 L PEHATE PR A M) I N 2% EAT, TR 3.5 Lo M, HAEVRBZHREE ., @AE
Ko AR 3 R FFTE 37°C 0.5 vwm F1 200 rpm. M RGufaE S5, 1% 140 mL 10 h (1507597
Ve 20 A ) AR

2.3.3. Bills*®

RIEWATIN: B 1.5 mL RFEBUINA BI04 H, 78 10,000 rpm (Y ESOALH B0 2 min JE B BT,
Bt 10 £ f5 HEAT RN

PSA K. A FH v OB (B (55, LC-20AT)BEATI5E, KA SCR101H thilt: (&), Mshiih
5mM ilg; Vg 0.6 mL/min; AR 35°C; SRAMG MM 196 nm; FEFEE 10 ul, AT 9.5
min £ 4 g,

S JEBREAST I 73 s ) FH AR A TR AT ASC S I AN A R VAR R T R P TR R = [ 27

AR B F AT T v R R K M RN - USRI I 8 R P AR 25 - [28]

AR T i BUE SR B — B MR, RIS 6B TELE 600 nm S5 AR T IO R
RFRBER T R E . DAAZKOXT IR, R BB RR R A5 B B A 40 ol FE TR B I E 0.2~1.2 2 [A] LR
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W X iZ RS KA ET =, 1 A0 OD600 KZ)N 0.45 g/l K& .
3. HERENH
3.1. WFIEFEHER neuD FREIZENEE (A1

ARSI O 4 neuD FEHEAE] T pTre99A FKIAH K Tre BB FHI R, AHF 758 F K neuD
43 3N BN $ D13 Duet RPIFRIAFAA E(E 2(a)), %K H K BALE Tre 830 TH1 neuD 3 [X# 4
5%, WHFT neuD TEANFI$E DU FRIA FAk 5T PSA K 5 A B A2 152 3 % . pACYCDuet. pETDuet 1
pRSFDuet H i F BRI v A $E BUTUR XU U] 5 R 4k, Bt Mg bt fi 'Lk (] 2(b))», pACYCDuet,
pETDuet Al pRSFDuet F Bt K: 4> %4 3983 bp. 5395 bp il 3804 bp, 5 S2ibiit-45 AR . H K% HE A
A B FHAR R SR DR U ), XY 5 T4 DNA JERRRE A5 Tre Ja 371 neuD JE R B
i N3] Duet £7|F£EHAD . 8 pACYCPtre-UD. pETPtrc-UD A1 pRSFPtrc-UD 4 K ik #i 4k A\ 215
T E. coli DH5a B2 SN Pl i 7% . FEEE 4Lk AR YI 000, KEMFSBUNRAT, $REUFTUR
A E. coli K87 B2 ANM R 595 . I =R B8 20 T A% 11 11 Y R SR DT R i BRI D) A, B I R 4 s P ik s
Il 2(c)Fn, KiX =ik E A TR 57 6 % 4 E. coli K87-4. E. coli K87-5 il E. coli K87-6.

lacl

pRSFDuet

RSFori

PRSFPtrc-UD

ETPtrc-UD ¥+ pPACYCPtrc-UD
4502bp P flori{ P rc

4681bp

RSFori

(a) (b)

J E.coli K87-4
coli K87-5
coli K87-6

8
h%: K

4 8 12 16 20 24 28 32 36 40 44 48
(c) i 1] (h)

(d)

Figure 2. (a) Construction of expression vectors with different copy numbers of the neuD series; (b) Amplification
of target fragments pACY CDuet, pETDuet, pRSFDuet, and Trc-neuD; (c) Single enzyme digestion verification of
extracted expression vectors from recombinant engineered bacteria; (d) PSA yield detection in recombinant bacteria
from the Duet series

2. (a) RIS neuD RISk EL 4T3, (b) ¥ 84 E HIA Bk pACYCDuet, pETDuet, pRSFDuet F
Tre-neuD; (c) EETIEEREIGFRIAH A LEYIIIE; (d) Duet RFIELHE PSA ==

zinl
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3.2. neuD F[E#E N E (& & BF PSA 7K FIRIE

ANFEI$E LEL 1) Duet RARIBIARAE TREE PRI RIE . BEA Tre B3I neuD A Fr Bddi A F
AR P8 DUEL Y Duet S A1k A 0 & i PSA HABIKZE R . Wtk E. coli K87-4 KEFH PSA 7= & 1
BALT HALFRE, PSA F=E1ESH 28 h IJIAF] 0.67 g/L, S5 HE#k E. coli K87 #HEL T[4 59%. Eitk E. coli K87-
5 REF T PSA F=8EAE S 32 h AR KA A 1.77 o/, MXTT H R HE#k E. coli K87 P &4 9%, 1H
&I T E. coli K87-2. #i#k E. coli K87-6 K i -F PSA =&l IR F, 7E55 32 h i PSA &% 1.95¢g/L,
Eb TFE 5 E. coli K87 #¢/ 20%, L H 4Bk E. coli K87-2 #2155 7% (14 2(d)).

neuD 1E G ER AL iR N BRI IR, FH SIZEG 45 S AT AN R4 DL neuD JEPRI XS PSA R4 HAE 1
SERANA . neuD FE A HHKHE T RIA K pACYCDuet ik /™ & R 7 k3L LB AL SRS B 1, PSA %
A2 B0 E. coli K87-4 TRk I b M4 AR K it B AR T FAL B P, 7T AR & 241 3R 834k pACY CPtre-UD
(s NSEm T BEARIIAE K, AR LMKt 2 S 5E. coli K87-4 Pk PSA 4 i B 52 1| B il iy — AN B
Ao 17 48 DUEC neuD JiE DA AT b 4 o e B2 g R A 7K T (2 3k PSA ISR G, s DB IR IR N
WA Z X R B S ACHHE R A . neuD &R H 4% TR IA %/ pETDuet RiAiERL | PSA R4 1
1, X E. coli K87-5 K H PSA & = m& K T B bk E. coli K87-2 ()5 [l

3.3.5 L R BN ARSI

= YR
209 407 o BRET 32 18 249 40 7 132 78
kL |
PSA | Naaaa x
7 4 v 7
| = it v
A . ‘ o GRET W/ v
15 L 24 46 A HiEHE ) = i
., ¥y v ‘ 18 L aps ) a1 .‘ . 24 6
~ | =SIF - 8 5 )’ " "
8 Ik =R ‘ S TN °
K3 \ L] | K3 & ¥ o
N10 \ [ = 16 4= ol _
w0 lo 142 12 4
= . = = N
& | 7 ® s A
“ \-‘E" B %% A
/ = A A
5 Yy A 8 K! 2 6 ‘ * a
y ‘ i
11
¢ | A R =y i :
o i A |
- "0 20 a0 7‘20‘9‘6012‘0014140léSO1‘;202‘16022002‘6402‘8800 0 o) oapapEt 77— 0 0
. 0 240 480 720 960 1200 1440 1680 1920 2160 2400 2640 2880
B} ] (min) B ] (min)
(a) (b)
24 - . 432 9
4 e mhET A
g y * 1o 8
204 v PSA v A
v
47
g - y u v, 24
6 . v 46
3 K X ra | . 420
hnd . Js
o A ¢ 13| =
Q A . ]2
. A - 1248 %
8| & 4 e Bg &
4 " .
v A A 18 4,
Al » A A A
v 44 1,
* A
A A
4 a A
o o+t T 0o o
0 240 480 720 960 1200 1440 1680 1920 2160 2400 2640
B 18] (min)

(c)

Figure 3. (a) Experimental data of strain E. coli K87 in a5 L fermenter; (b) Experimental data of strain E. coli K87-5 in a
5 L fermenter; (c) Experimental data of strain E. coli K87-6 in a5 L fermenter

[E 3. (a) BE#k E. coli K87 7£ 5 L A B AYSLIGHHE; (b) EIMk E. coli K87-5 7£ 5 L KB¥REPAISLIGHE; (c) &
¥k E. coli K87-6 7£ 5 L & EiE R fYSCI6 HiE
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X} E. coli K87. E. coli K87-5 Fll E. coli K87-6 1X 3 #R B MRIEAT VI L IR IUE, PEHE@ 4% < E MG
JESLRIRE KBRS &, AR R B L S S, HAMELR pH I B ndzoe , Btk B brr
YIM& 2 KR FTF. Bk E. coli K87-5 7E KB A2 75 10 h B A TR A4, 5 T 1 ik o J
BB PR SO B MR AR R T U A SRR R R IR, KA 6.5 h ZoAq B P BIRTE FETR R

GANINE AT BRI, AR KAREUIN IR AR R LR, AR A KRR, BB 30 min Fahth—
UCH PR R FENIRIE N 20 g/l BERRSERIR S A KR AR 2, I B KE Al PSA (18
B3, R 6 B PSA ISVRAD, TR B0 (R R T 6 9 R R 5 R 70 2« SRR % 42 30 h 2o A5 i)
HARTFAG HILRARIL G, ARG

H K Bk E. coli K87 7E & 25 31.5 h I PSA F= i1k £ 6.59 g/L, LU 7EFE R SL 38 Hh = s 42 7t 4 5 LA I,
PR KR RS AR B i ik 15.3 /L, JLIHAET &R 588 9, 4K 382 mL (] 3(a)). B WAL
ZUAEARKEFR, T KIE9R )5 PSA RAEMERER e A HBUBILIL S, BT LAXT 12 5 MJE R 2 T N -7 i
e B A SR .

E. coli K87-5 £ 10 h A A, AHAKIEZSE . (HEEFR % 22 h i OD600 = 36.41 398 KT
Bk E. coli K87 it mEMiiE, 4Kk EEE 32 h i PSA p=hiik 7.43 g/L, L TFEH E. coli K87 # 13%.
E. coli K87-5 7E N e F2 Hh AL #E AT &1 0% 3809, JHAEZ/K 151 mL, I PSA 1A & £ii PSA/OD =
0.31, 4 E. coli K87 Mk PSA ik F|# = /i PSA/OD = 0.266, MERE IR I AEFT PSA/OD 3 M1 il LA H!
HZ T E. coli K87-5 Lt Tf2 1 E. coli K87 B H#EfL# (5] 3(b)). {HEZE E. coli K87-5 i MR A4 K 2 5|
Pt 2 ARy, AT N EE AR SR A K P B RUA AR 3R ) B AR A K

I E. coli K87-6 A% 26 h if PSA Fo 1A 8.4 g/L, EW={Ess 18 h Wik H K. ML
FEB E. coli K87 /= &4 /= 27%, HIZHT 5 h ik F=E i KME. 34 E. coli K87-6 Hitk PSA j= & ik Fl i KA
Ik PSA/OD = 0.281 ifii E. coli K87 &tk PSA/OD = 0.266 (/%] 3(c)), 1J LA Hi X B bk oA i 0 & R 42 109 088 /5 42
AL E ML e 2R . B IR T FE R ORE JLTH FE R &7 HE 680 g THAEZIK 232 mL, PSA/EAERRIEAI PSA/
THFERIRAREL TAE T E. coli K87 34

WL 3 MR TERR 5 L R FEREY K R BESLS, SR E. coli K87-6 A1 EL At 2 Fk B bk B o v HL
EFRYMR AR B, EAE E. coli K87-5 FEEE K A2 RIIMBIIBRIG . 454 % e ik I 4 B
P E. coli K87-6 B A B M, W LAR T Tl KRR A2 7
4. #5ig

AR IR T R R A R MR (PSA) 2 I8 AR KT i fk o I %) 9 8 3 [K] neuD HEAT AN
P UL RIE, BE 7 H X PSA A iz . 45 R, mds DALY neuD R[N g 12 2 $E 5 PSA 177
&, HAE. coli K87-6 BIFR/ERKIAHE S PSA i, A% T 8.4 g/, LHKE E. coli K87 #2
27%. 14k, E. coli K87-6 T IR AE BLAL LI AL A 7 2 R F2 470 53 (10 R P 43 07 T th R L L S 3 A 3, R L
FE TV R RS AR = Hh (¥ R I 77

EHEWmHE

AFFSZ BN T G TR (L AR A R 2 Be) B A TR EE AR 78 28091 H (2023PY007) 1l %R
BRI N L BT BE TR T TR (2023 TSGC0525) . 4 T 2 K RHR 6133 TR H (2023ZDYF010140)
iORAYIR
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