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Abstract

Purposes: Aiming to investigate the degree to which parents of left-behind children put emphasis
on their children’s education and its corresponding effects on the growth of left-behind children.
Methods: Adopting in-depth interview, a sample comprising children and their primary attenders
from 8 families of left-behind children, 3 local social workers and 1 school teacher in Le’an County,
Jiangxi Province was used to reveal local parents’ expectations of their children’s education. Re-
sults: While the left-behind children’s parents attached universal significance to education, they
failed to take the responsibility of educating children and disciplining their children ineffectively.
Meanwhile, they have unrealistically high expectations of teachers’ role. Conclusions: Left-behind
children’s parents’ irrational emphasis on education, which attributes most liability to teachers, is
detrimental to the children’s growth.
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