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Abstract

With the advent of the digital economy, the channels for generating surplus value and the forms of
realizing it have undergone remarkable changes. The digital economy has brought new opportu-
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nities for social development, but at the same time it has also exposed some new problems and
drawbacks, and it is necessary to be highly vigilant and circumvent the problems that have arisen
in the process of the development of the digital economy, and in particular to be alert to the phe-
nomenon of exploitation that has already appeared in the development of the digital economy in
Western capitalism. Marx’s theory of surplus value has profoundly exposed the nature of capital-
ists’ hidden exploitation of laborers. Therefore, an in-depth study of the inheritance and develop-
ment of the Marxist theory of surplus value in the era of the digital economy can effectively under-
stand the law of its development, uncover its hidden nature, and propose corresponding counter-
measures to provide a solid institutional safeguard for the legitimate rights and interests of digital
laborers and to ensure that they are able to work in a fair and just environment..
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