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Abstract

The category of division of labor plays an important role in the formation of historical material-
ism. Marx’s discourse on historical materialism in “The German Ideology” is based on the theme of
division of labor. The division of labor in “The German Ideology” has three implications: firstly, di-
vision of labor is the thread that runs through historical materialism, and it is the thread that con-
nects productive forces and production relations, economic foundation and superstructure. The
second is that old philosophy is a product of the development of division of labor, and the opposi-
tion between material labor and mental labor has led to the independence of thought. To abandon
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old philosophy, we must abandon old division of labor. The third is that division of labor requires
the realization of communism, freeing people from the constraints of division of labor activities
and transitioning from a false community to a union of free individuals.
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