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Abstract

The structure and stability of clusters have prominent size effects, and studying their properties is
helpful for people to have a deeper understanding of matter. The structures, stability and elec-
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tronic properties of Al,P, (n = 2~9) clusters were systematically studied by structure search based
on density-functional theory. With the increase of the cluster size, the AIP clusters gradually ap-
proach the cage structures, the alternating bonding between Al and P atoms in AIP clusters, the
stability of the clusters increases, and the interaction between Al and P atoms decreases. The Al,P,
(n = 2~9) clusters exhibit semiconductor properties. The charge transfer between Al-P atoms is
stronger than that between Al-Al and P-P atoms, showing ionic properties. Bonding analyses show
that there is a strong covalent interaction between Al and P atoms.
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1. 51§

HRAE R AEA Y 2 R E, BT HH AR . SRR, RO TR
AW R [1]. Ik, WA RS EIRIT R 7 KSR SesMEe s 7, HrboR] H BEAN TSk
G F IR RV T BEAT BRI 7T, 080 S0 ) 4 B RE IR DI e MR A4 B} C B B AL R B T ) 22
—[2] [3] [4]o EfERH AT ZEETA R F 5800 F il — @ R BB 22 A F D1 4L AR AR 1 SR 4R
A, LB A 25 P 5 T A AR50 B ) e T AR A [ 1] o AT A2 PR TR R AT R A A0 B Al i 1y 45 5 7 =K
T S AR AP AE AR B O FE ARG SN 4. DRI, 75 VRN T AR LT S5 A RN e 250, DB T
R IEAf MR SR IR T 1 el . SERTIER L vt T BIFER SR, WRIARRI RS 450 BOBERIRR
R, MM — e E N5 IR[5]. FREAAREE. @A, KAEBEE, RIFMOEEE., Bt
5 RUR R I SRR B ST o 11V 21 SR AR (R Ol v e ol e 45 LA R R 2 ATk
BAT TN HME, HAEENERIG, TERIEH AR B R 2 o E B R/E[6] [7]. AR
HeRgEmt, AP B LY lta e iR E BidiR i, BA BRI 5 T g 1t 7 ae
8],

HATA 2% AIP #5258 TAER D> . Gomez Z5[9]A1 Huang [101RIL T AlP, 6t &5 -1 1 5% 1) i i e
WERA T 888 e BIARMIAFTE . Liu S5 [11] DA BO s s 0 25 Il (0 07 = AR T B S BB 70, a3k 7 =
TR R B T, RHIERFFRERRT NS - MEME FR%E, fEFmaREnFEs, —
TR B 1 (A1 7 A0 B T AR P A v s v TR 2 B A T AE BB U7 T, Al-Laham %5 [12]
FIH Hatree-Fock (HF)F1 Maller-Plesset /4 218 -1 ] MP2 J5 75872 T (AIP), (n = 1~4) BRI i (K Ae i 25
¥, Tomasulo ZE[13]U 4 EAF T T (AIP), (n = 1~6), FFIUFBIHLEMIAF T Siy, 7% . Feng 55[14] [1518F 5%
TR PERTT LK ALP, (n+ m < 4B LTSS R AR S B . Archibong £[16] [17]7E DFT #i1 CCSD(T)7K
SELEWRTL T AR, o ALP, o ALPTFTALP, FIJUTEEH . SRS A TR B, Al P, e e 452
Co, FHLHH DU THAR T IE-F I 2544, APy FIESE RN Dgpo Costales [18]HF 55 1 (AIP), (n = 1~3) ) &5 #4 FIHR 5]
B, (AIP)s L HLH ST Z ALY D, 4549 . Qu A1 Bian [19]M14% F B3LYP/6-311 + G(d) /7 V=M 5t T (AIP),
(n=2~4) &K PSR EN, ST T REM=8K, a2 B Dy SFRTERFRR, 1150y
Rihh AR MR B ToxFrt. Zhao 55 [20]188 % FEVZ iR BB AR 78 T AP, (n = 1~9) Bk ffa e
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45k, 16 n>5 W AA AP ZEHSIN RS, RIS & HE. HOMO-LUMO REf. #1725 A
ARG T RERE 50 I0 45 8. Karamanis 25 [21]8F 58 T AlP, (n = 2~9) %1 PS5 B ARG 2R AR 1k 2%
E e, AR EIETERAEIEIAT T X7, G55 FRHT AIP A% (1 B0 TN AR fh 2% K T3
MR, BRI 02 B AR AR (R b BEA TR 70 26 A o RS, AT AlLP, (n = 2~9) %3t
TTRGNMEZR, JERMEEZ R INETRMIT L T AIP BIFRIIAREVE . AT A0 S 7 RISk 5, A
AR TR T8 AIP AR F4E BT Sk — 8 B SEI6 & 1o I Bl o

2. WHH*

TR AR E PR RE A A R B 70 B ) —3B 43 . Molclus [22]52 — 3K ERAERT 8, #ef% B30 iR A
Gaussian. ORCA B, MOPAC2012/2016 /7K i R R RN A LA o0 TR R IGFE Y« 5 H S B
£, Molclus 72 B A S8 i {8 L |32 SRR 34 RE TR (PESS) FUAR 55, 3T H A2 7% N PES [ —AN J& 384 48 . genmer
Fe A A FERT A AL B ) T, B T IR A L N P B AR A 7 o AR 2R PR SR R R ) 3 — N BEATL R 7 T
CRSE” RS REERAAWRE D), HIX SRR RS BIRIR R O R T RA A A B, XN
PRERME N S HT % . ASCE 22T Molclus #2711 genmer T BRI T RAM SR, BRI M
FEH , BENLA AR Z WA A5 (ARSI, S8R B R TSR IR = R R S B A & AL S P )5
TS, HEsHed RE SR HABINME. BEJ5 R Gaussian 09 [23]4 4 % B2z i B R
i) Becke —ZHAZ iz iR Al Lee-Yang-Parr J<EEZ BR(B3LYP) [2413E4T JUME A Fl g it 55, SE4H M 6-31
+g(d). /i@ Molclus 257 isostat T H#HATRRE &M EE ., fiik. H5. TATTHE T AP, (n=2~9)
SER AR BN , AR AR AL 14 [ 4R TE e A . SR MP2/6-31 + g(d) [25] [26]J7 ¥ HLE: 1 AlLP, (n = 2~9)
Hlfg i fe e . BIAER 450 20 B s Multiwen [27]F257 553
3. ZEREITL
3.1. Al,P, (n = 2~9) B RRY L4544

K FH B3LYP/6-31 + G(d) %ALY ALP, (n = 2~9)KAE MR 1 foR, &5 H R R AT
IR E SR RE R o AlLPy (n = 2~9) BRI A & A A4 5 S0 i SCRRROE 1 45 3 — 34 [12] [13] [18] [20] [21]. %
LA T AP B A € e A AR IR~ 5 B

AlLPy-a NEA Dy s BERIZE L, Hp AP 8K N 2.54 A, P-P#K N 2.08 A AlP,-b 2 P T {4
gERy, B Co XFRRME, HEEMTEIEH B AL 5 P H AT K, AlLPsb (1) Al-P ##igK KT AlP,-a,

Table 1. Average bond lengths of the most stable AlP, (n = 2~9) clusters (unit: A)
= L ALP, (n = 2~9) AR P RIZE SR FIRK(BEAM: A)

Al-P P-P Al-Al
Al,P, (D2 2.54 2.08

AlsP; (Dyy) 2.23 - 2.79
AlP, (Tq) 2.38 - 2.73
AlsPs (Cy) 2.32-2.41 2.29 253
AlsPg (Dec) 2.33/2.38 - 2.75
AlP; (C) 2.31/2.33/2.34/2.37 2.27 2.53~2.81
AlgPs (S1) 2.32/2.38 - 2.76
AlgPo (Ca1) 2.30/2.34/2.35/2.36 - 2.77
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Figure 1. Lowest energy isomers of Al,P, (n = 2~9) clusters

& 1. Al,P, (n = 2~9)FI#&IX AL F AR

HAeEAHE T ALP-a 45k th 1.28 eVe M n=3JF4f, AlP, BlIEHIF46 H I e Al-P 858 B 13 (1) IR
S5 APy I = /MREEF A, AlPs-a /2 A Day SBEIFEIATLH, = Al ET5=AP HFZ
6] 3 A BRI AN IE =M, A2 Al Fl Py AR @ ML 45 & . AP 8K 2.23 AL AlPs-b 5 AlPsc
FE BN CoZEIREE . B Ty s BER) AlPi-a v, BT I AI-P 8E#88 2.38 A, F =4 P 5 Al JiiF
AR IE =M. AlPsa W EEZHPIA ALP, DU &M, HIR P R0 B -FIAEAE 15 Al

JE7 b PR T R BRI ol AN, AlPg-a JTUR LA LS5 1 (] 2), 6 1 Al-P BECHISE, 45t
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5 AP S it pcie 7 SRR L. AlPsb 5 AlP,-c FIBEE LT MM, AlPs-c B Co ilE, WEM
5& 2 Al JE T3 BIHEERAE ALP, \THAR) 2 ANH _E. AP, (n = 2~4)F, Ffa e AR Al-P 8K 2440
&, RIVHEXSFRIE. BTN 2, B b~ 1 45 W Z T ) AR SR I . AR iR RN
ZIALZE, fEAEZ PRI AI-P 88, ZAF/EBE RN AR

Figure 2. Bow structure

& 2. ARKEEH

AlsPs-a J& B 2 A FLICH R L I FRAE S5 R, LT 1A AI-ALEEAT LA P-P 4. AlPs ik 4544
RAEABTY, FEAIP KA. AlsPs-b 2 Co X FREEH, AIPs T, R 4 4> Al JEF X904 T
AIPs TH M . F Deg sLEEM AlePe-a W& HZ HH 2 AN J7 FIAH K AlsPg-a 456 TR URUZ IR IREE 1), 17
16 2 B AI-P g, b AlP; 7N T0HE BT AP 8K 2.33 A, KT AlsPs-a HRH AI-P 8 1K:(2.23 A); EREH
A AP IR AP BEK R K, N 2.38 A. B C, BB AlgPe-b /2JEMREEH, 1 14 AlsP, FLutHf. 14
ALP; TGN 2 A~ ALP, BT R, TERR T 2 > AlPs ik 45 44

AlP-a FERGEHIH 14 AlsPs 7N TCIR 2 4> APy TLICIRART 2 A ALP; TLICHR AL, & 2 A AlPs fiffk
S5H . B Sy RUBEN AlgPg-a HIRE T, 4 A~ AlP; UGS, 15 AlgPs-a A LLAH A I TE , Al-P H# Ky 2.32/2.38
A, 24 ALP BSKEERISEAY, A 2 FORSM I AL R 2 FOAZEAN ) P IR . B Dag sSEER AlgPg-b
fell 2 4> APy )\ ST B BEIUZE IR 1, R PAN R T #85 3 > AI(P) B, [F] AlPi-a —FE, P JE
T LT IR A A7 L PSP inei Bl 0. [FE A AP 8K 2.32 A, 210 AP K
K (2.38 A)o AlgPg-a f& Con XIFREEH, FLEEH T EIERI N AlsPs-a /S TuH AR, 3 4 Al-P 4K 2 A5t
WHERER, TR 3 A AlaPs ik 4ity, SR NAHSE . AlgPe-c 5 AlgPg-c 2514 H 5 i % 7] 43 A7 Ul AH
T AT LA B P A4 R 2 AT R

TRAE AP, (n = 2~9) BRI ZE R /00, RIS [ FHrI38 0, BIREIED m IR e Ml . 7574
AHIE TS DL R, G5 P X B e e U e e M g o 76 B PRI (n = 2, 3), —4E P& Ms T =
Y ST AR SR LA S R E M AIP [ B 5T AIP iR rh ALR A1 PR T2 B HEA AL - SR 171
AlsPs Al AlLP; HAEZE Al-AL AT P-P 8, AL-P BK/N T ALLAL TR T P-P K . ATV T = Fh
fBEsE, &I AI-P H55(3.03 eV) kT Al-Al #3%(0.60 eV)ifi/~NT P-P ##5%(8.10 eV). Kk, Al Ji1H1P
Ji- [B) A AH ELAE FH 5 AL-AL Z T8 (A ELAE F I 55T P-P 2[RI AH ELAE F o 7 AlgPg Al AlgPg ZEAR 25 #4 H ,
Py LT AlP; B ) AL-P 48 K3 51y 2.33 A F12.30/2.36 A, KT AlPs-a 11 Al-P 5K (2.23 A), %8
Al JEFF0 P J5 7 [a] IR B FH B A (AR RS R 38 KT s
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3.2. REM

Higm i e T s ARekiE, & XUh:
E, = E(AL,P,) — nE(Al) — nE(P) (1)

72 451 T H B3LYP/6-31 + (d)F1 MP2/6-31 + g(d) /771 45 & 66 Ep, K EL AlP, (n = 4~6, 8, 9)[4]
FRAEX PR 792 T A e P — 3. 18 3 4 B3LYP/6-31 + G(d) 5% T AlP, (n = 2~9) e fa i S M1k
PP AR By, MWEIRATLLE R, PR AREREE n (3G KGR, RUERM R C ERE S, 6
B Ey M Bk R R E MR B 2R AR, HoE OB 1R 2 T HUE (HOMO) 5 s IR S 4 4 T 4UiE
(LUMO)IfE R 2 2, AlP, (n = 2~9) B RERR Ey in35 2 Fiiaws, 1l 0L AlP, (n = 2~9) A fER BN Sk
J5i . 4 4 N7E B3LYP/6-31 + G(d) /7% AlP, (n = 2~9) 5% Hh e fa s G5 M I RERR, W] DA HY 24 n = 2~4 i,
RERRIZ W/, BRI E MR HRAG; 2n =51, BERUAEIREMN KM, BEH-AlPs I E KT
FHARANE: 24 n=6~9 i, RERSERIEIENY, ROARIERIFRRE & HTHE K.

Table 2. Binding energy E,, and energy gap Eq of Al,P, (n = 2~9) clusters (unit: eV)
Fz 2. Al,P, (n = 2~9)HIFERIZ5 & BE E, FNEERR Ey (BA1L: eV)

B3LYP/6-31 + g(d) MP2/6-31 + g(d)
Es E, Eo Eq
Al2P2-a -12.20 2.24 -1.02 6.77
Al2P2-b -10.93 185 -3.00 6.68
AlI3P3-a -19.80 213 -5.52 5.90
AI3P3-b ~19.53 3.16 ~5.55 7.19
AlI3P3-c -19.37 2.41 -5.39 5.95
Al4P4-a -28.13 1.87 -8.03 6.81
Al4P4-b ~25.45 291 ~7.44 477
Al4P4-c -25.44 177 ~7.20 7.05
AI5P5-a -36.11 251 -10.33 6.92
AISP5-b ~32.45 214 -953 5.50
AI5P5-¢ -31.93 1.96 -9.43 4.65
Al6P6-a ~45.30 2.34 ~12.99 7.29
Al6P6-b ~44.47 215 -12.71 6.86
Al6P6-c -35.11 257 ~11.45 5.61
Al7P7-a -52.93 2.56 ~15.18 7.30
AI7P7-b ~47.66 218 -13.17 6.26
Al7P7-c ~46.92 215 ~13.87 4.88
AlgP8-a ~62.04 271 -17.84 7.65
AlgP8-b ~60.70 2.78 -17.41 7.73
AlgP8-c ~47.88 3.68 ~16.02 6.26
AI9P9-a ~70.63 2.90 ~20.28 7.82
AI9P9-b ~62.42 2.60 -17.92 6.97
AI9P9-c ~60.27 1.64 -17.54 4.97
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Figure 3. Average binding energies of the most stable
structures in Al,P, (n = 2~9) clusters
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Figure 4. HOMO-LUMO gaps of the most stable struc-
ture in Al,P, (n = 2~9) clusters
& 4. Al,P, (n = 2~9) & o & F2 E LB BERR

Bader [28]#% ! T 4> 7 J5 T 19 HL 47 (Atoms In Molecule, AIM)BERY, il 3et B 725 B A0 3 9 2 2 18 o2
MTEAFEFLESTARRPEIXIL, ST B ATEWYELE 7% B o fi . ASCHE:T B3LYP/6-31 +

G(d) L fe4s

Table 3. AIM charge of the most stable isomer in Al,P,, (n = 2~9) clusters (unit: e)
%z 3. AP, (n = 2~9) A& F R F2 E R A) AIM BBFTER T (B 1L: )

TR ALP, (n = 2~9)HiE T BRASE R AIM LA, B 3 Fs.

AIM
Al P
Al,P, 0.67 —0.67
Al3P; 171 -1.71
Al,P, 1.83 -1.83
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Continued
AlsPs 1.02/1.28/1.771.80/1.80 -1.05/-1.20/-1.77/-1.79/-1.83
AlgPs 1.89 -1.89
AlP; 1.88/1.83/1.87/1.47/1.88/1.48/1.83 —1.90/-1.88/-1.84/-1.86/—1.87/-1.13/-1.27
AlgPg 1.92/1.89 -1.91/-1.90
AlgPy 1.89/1.92 -1.91/-1.92

X AP, (n=2,3,4), AlJETHIPJE-F#SEM, BEE n KGR, Al—P [ RLATAF2 H 0.67e 1K F)
1.83e. AlP, (n = 5, 7)"F#AF1E Al-AL 8851 P-P 8. XFF AlsPs, Al-Al 81 P-P g+ Al J57-F1 P Ji 711
HLAT 4308 1.02/1.28e A1-1.05/-1.20e, Al-P # [ Al JR-7A1 P 7[sG 205 1.77/1.80/1.80e #1
—1.77/-1.79/-1.83e. AlgPg H1 I 1) Al J5L-1-F1 P J5-1- #8554y, firaty fLfar 7390 4 1.89e H1-1.89e. Xf T+ Al-P,
Al-Al BH1 P-P gt Al JE-F1 P [ HLfar 43 A 1.47/1.48e F1-1.13/~1.27e, Al-P 8 Ef#) Al JE5F1 P
JEF (¥ Ha gy 23 A 1.83~1.88e F1-1.84~-1.88e. 1 AlgPg ik, £ 2 FAAZAN 1 Al JETF1 2 FhASZEAN
(1) P JET, HAF/ A 1.89/1.92e F1-1.90/-1.91e. 7E AlgPg ZEARZERI T, 2 A AlsPg-a /S JCIR A, o
(5 Al JEFF1 P JEF BTy B s 20 0 1.92e F1-1.92e; 3 MAELEEHIZEAT, ek AL JEFRT PR T 1) HL A 43
5l 1.89e F1-1.91e.

AlP, (n = 5, 7)HEBAELE AI-AL AT P-P 8, X B AP i) Al JEF-F0 P51 ity LA T L AL-P
b ALEFA P TR N, RE AP JEF 2 A AT AL RS L AL-AL AT P-P RT3, B BT .
X AP, (n=3,6,9), FiARIRERSFEIIER, MdET AlsPs o, HIEVER) Al VR PR 1 HL
B0y, T s e A A A 0 B

3.3.2. ERETHYE

N T RE AP SRR R, RATIIA T AP, (n = 2, 3, 6, 8) 5% o7 ) 18, % %kt (Electron Loca-
lization Function, ELF). Hi¥ /=38 %2 Hi Becke Fil Edgecombe [29]42 i, FfHH Savin Z£[30]3% [F) 58 3% (1)
B, AR R R L, SRS 18] BT AL SR AR SR . AlLP, (n =2, 3, 6, 8) 1 ELF
SAEZNE 5 s, AE ELF S EA A, WRg] ] DL e FE e dl ) v X Ak, 91 S5 ) A 5
2 SR DU O BT AMER SR E T, 0.5 Al 1.0 40 BN 58 4 B R 58 4 e K HL

AlP-a ' ALP -a

Figure 5. ELF contour of Al,P, (n=2, 3, 6, 8)
[# 5. Al,P, (n=2, 3, 6, 8)AY ELF &{E%
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TE AlLP, H, WEEE] Al JE-FAMIU W 517 0.95, RIALFIEIH 1P JRT I Ao, ORI
THEERK . P-P JEFZ AW 5] T 0.80, 1 Al-P 2[5 W B W 5] T BEE n (3K, ALP, (n=3,
6)rf P IS Bl I T AT T Al R R GO L AP [RISAAELE ORI 51 -(0.85),  #HH
Al FP 22 8] (A2 7 it B 7 S AT T 32 B AR AL« X6 T AlgPg-b, P LM 51148 KA 0.90, Al-P
Z RIS FA75 A 0.85, [FIREUE B EA T2 IMA BRI A EAER . AlLP, (n=2, 3, 6, 8) &N B %
(TDOS) M4y A FE U 6 Fiw, i s v 0. 05 eV, A] LLIE 3 E 5, 7E A R KA (-13.81~-19.71 eV)
FE R P 3s MR, 7E RS R kb (-5.00~—12.75 eV) = f& f1 Al 3s3p Al P 3s3p Kk, M3 Al F P JE &%,
AN FEAER

— TDOS
10 — Al3s
ALP,-a :9133513
5 —P 3P
oA Ao AA /&
10 A
ALP.-a
5 1 I
n 0 A £ }M NVAD;
o}
a
10
AlP-a :
|
5
0.
I
10 ALP-a \
1A
0 -

-22 -20 -18 -16 -14 -12 -10 8 -6 -4 -2 0
Energy/eV

Figure 6. Density of states of Al,P, (n =2, 3, 6, 8)
[# 6. Al.P, (n=2, 3, 6, 8)MISEHE

4. Z5ig

BANRGHFR T ALP, (n = 2~9)BIFERI L4504 Fae VER TR . 2550380, BlE I 7203
I, AP BREZ R ) ARS8 AL . AIP BRI AT RALT AIP ik Al JE-FH P JE-F 52 B HES I T «
TR, Al TN P 5[] (AR BLAE F BE AR B R B3R TS . AIP BRIV 445 & RebE &
% RST R8T K, 2 B AR A Ra e MR i B i . AL-P J5 2 8] ) B A 4% A% L AL-AL T P-P (1] B8 548,
RO BTV AT R IR BN B I, AP Z A A B S A TR A

E&H
B K R A AN I 2RI H (51 H 9% 5. 202010616016).

&5k
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