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Abstract

Reporting verbs play an important role in literature reviews of academic discourse, but it is diffi-
cult for the author to use them properly. Following Hyland’s classification of reporting verbs, this
paper makes an investigation into reporting verbs used by native English speakers based on cor-
pus with the aim of helping English learners in the process of writing. From the perspectives of
frequency, tense, syntax and evaluative meaning, this paper draws the following conclusions: 1)
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Native English speakers use reporting verbs more flexibly, including research, discourse and cog-
nition acts verbs; 2) High-frequency reporting verbs have their own ways in tense and syntactic
structure; 3) Suggest, which denotes negative meanings, is often collocated with adversative ad-
verb or adverbs.
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1. 5]

FARERREE RO S, B FRR, WA EMENEESSE T 130, DR R %
ZHMSMIERE . H Swales (1990)4f 2= ARG R &5 # IR T R R AR, 214345 & EAP (English for
Academic Purpose) ikt AT it 751X — I G 3R B AT 22 ARAE S 0 R0 R O™ 57, X 223 R EER
FRR B s [1] 0 AR TO I A 5 3 45 M TR B P R R S P I A8 52 1 % R 32 Kk (Hyland, 1999) [2].

SCRREFIR & S AAE RS o B SR oy, IR SUE#E T B A M E M R R R AT RN, R
ik OXF RS R B 5K R A R B —E . S B R AR Bl T 5| R AR )
TF SRR B A B R F 7R V8 SOV 8 XHZ AT SRR 0 SR R, s 2 %o M AU F e Ul LU se 2 1)
TR, XEeK A AR SR B ORISR, TR, TRERETE BhAE TR HH AU P v A ik
1 ] R ER AR A 7 25k, AN B ORIt A7 0 (A E RS, 2015) [3]. 48 b A il N 50 s BR
MR BRI SRR R YRS o A, W2 S B SCHEF A 51 FAEZ W R SLI B s, s fE 3w b
FEA R FIAR, A G AEE WA

R B IAE 22 ARAE e T AR P R B, AR5 2 A A R B i e 18 SOV 2 T & A — KR
TR, AR RHES AR IR L R M B, 5 2 R X S SCH AT E 2 n T, MR R
7~ E S HIEVE ALK (Bruce, 1989; Bloch & Chi, 1995; Hyland, 2002) [4] [5] [6]. 4R LATEIEAFE A#ik &
T SO [ PRl ] FI4e5Z7, o E 2= B A AW 2R SRR, B AR mAR, A e
H ORI FURCR A s R et N o BRI, B FE B ARG # AR SR E IO, =21 3R H <,
BRAF T EET .

2. JEkERiR

iR (reporting verbs) & FE IR T NP R E . B — R, 2 HRTE AR A A M T skt B
W R shiE . AR, (EFEERAEENERRZE, ENEAIhREL ISR, PEEREZ
BRI, RS B S H ORISR B R

Rz B B 2] 70 FARBIRZ 28 00, AR BN I 7 RHESL L5, 38 A D AR
FENRNT o 1 56/& Thompson & Ye (1991) % FiR Alia i Hh e v RG0S 755 2 X
RPN = AT, SRR SNIAAT T 02K [7]. WNFFS B XK, KR 5 N H i shia fI L )
W, WA QAR A TR . WP B R, KGR A S A S A
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SRS B0, SN L W RESH AR ah . (L Thompson MG, LS| FI# RIS T
FHAABIT R, BHHREAIR, FE AR, B, 5k Hyland (2002)F x5 82)
4 I BB Iy — 2 T [6].

JET Thompson & Ye FITEIGHEAL, Hyland 57t %14 30 i AT S MAIBRORISY . i Seds S8 30
S DI, WA I A AR A .

WL B B S R RA %, TR 3R # AW 3 H DO A . s
BRI 55 I L IR %, T ) A R 5 P AV LAY T
1P # R # 2 R, I AR B 51 A 31 1 28R4, T BIALPRBER, W& RO SR AT
Hyland X} = i 47 1 S RAREI0RIS . VL4 1s

Table 1. Classification of reporting verbs

=1 EREiES

R BN 532k Tk il
A acknowledge, demonstrate
T 75 B 3R 25 1] SRR confuse, ignore
et believe, claim

TRk agree, emphasize
PP disagree, oppose

NN B 1R 5w
Hr assess, focus on
IR believe, doubt
PEE indicate, suggest

T 15 M 3R 2 1] Wiz discuss, report
St disclaim, complain

Thompson & Ye #1 Hyland X %48 zhia] #4850 2K 5, FEATRIBE T 0 R NP —RRM
R, QOIS WA, AR KB, Charles (2008)F Tk G713 HH 22 AR L
FREERAT A — A8 “ A human subject + ARGUE (present tense)” [8]; Soler Monreal & Gil Salom (2011)
T I A 7T A B B A AVAVE R, K L AT DEE PR B AR SO I R FI[9]. SRR A
BIAIE 5 15 A B 2 R o 1) EL 4% . Rowley-Jolivet & Carter-Thomas X Eb 70 #T 7 S8 ML TE & K 23 1A
W, VEEL FAER R )R B ik BRI KRR,  H I BRE 2 32 Wi o 6 W R, 4
R R 2K [10]. B G &R BN L FR AN B 10 5, 45 SRR I rp [ A 18 S e ik #h ] 4l
R K 47 R = 48 ST 5 R Bk RS M [11]5 265 32011, 2013)% LA 7T 1 B3R Bl 78 Hh AN - A AR A 18
SCH A FE I, $ H A ] 2 A N A R R A Rk S e A BhiA] , HR kR B N R v [12] [13].

FE] P 41273 BT AR 06T LU RIE 5 40 AT Hh 9B SR AR TV 2 R e R 3l 4 F RV Ve . S35 RIE e ) s
FEREEARGEE EAFELE R, VO T SIEF R N LA . X450 H AR AR 15 5 %
REAE AL, BIHFEELEBHUINESEL, TR 5 EE S ARS8 e e 2 ARE R
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LIz AR Bl . ARSI 1 30 FiE S FEAMUTIR ST SRR, B d /MR, BS54
B AUE AR 2l i () 18 3 AR, B AR [B135 BLR i)

1) SETEARE AL AR R i (4 i e iR 51 3R] Top 52

2) biREERE A A R AR R ?

3) XELHEIRF AL AN B BT R AR B S M B 2

3. WIRRESAE

ASCKH] Hyland Fri it (iR 2 70 8300, S5 G 8dlRas R, AR AR s Sk, X
BN BT, B AR AT SR ARRE F R S S, s S B AR E R SO R
EUIETERE

T e AR 7T S BARER AL, AW A AR T 30 WAL TN SRR SR SRR - SCERPHE Web of Science
Wi & 2= (Linguistics) 8 2% AR 52 EX -k 44 5 TR AR SOH T B 2B KL FEAS N 38,713 4% . HLIK, Biber
1 Stubbs HIBFFE LB, TEERGIERERGEM IR “that” [14]. XFiEEHH PR SRR N THi#, X
RIL—HAbAE 0 that 411, XFOFFLRISEMAE N . BMOE B8 Antcone B ZRIE RIS “that” MR T
17, ARJEEE N T B AR E L NG], DUE AR RA TR B A . TRkt that A1ERK
oy BES bR U 5 S IAME TA), B EIENGE. RIENG) SEMNAEIER, S5 T AR & ZE&M0
ERL, EFE that AR, TR, . SRR NI BRI E R R -

1) ...elated to notetaking is a strategic approach. That is, in theory, the introduction and practicing of note-
taking strategies (e.g., noting keywords, using abbreviations and/or symbols) in the EAP classroom can transfer
to authentic listening opportunities. (That fi 3= 1%)

2) Firstly, in the discussions of the kind of knowledge base that is required of an EAP teacher (Ding &
Bruce, 2017). (That fi< £4%i)

3) In order to interpret a tacit subject, its referent typically needs to have been established in the discourse
so that it can be recovered using the number and person features of the verb. (That 4% 17])

Rk e “that” KRR G G, SRGHIRSAERMPTER) TR, EEX T8t &
Xof R By i A5 FH R U EAT 0 AT
4. RS

AICFIH Antcone FAFR R HAERHE R )R 8, H AR SR B IAERE i 2 A 5E
BRI ASERR T N GE . Guit g BN, FEZE N 38,713 ERFMERL R, Hd s R ECh 177 Wk, BT
TR AEC 4.6 ¥k, XSS5 FAN Hyland (7t 45 RARVI &

FEVE AR VE F mE R R S A, s TR R RS E B A R i = (LA 2), Pt
TR By 1) (42.9%) FHE 15 L 218 2115 (40%) LU GIARIT , (548 1 46 KF0 58 ARV R B 1A] 17 18.1%. X
F A AR A REE I G A AN R 28 B (36 iR B im0 —ANBGH o B R ia AR AR . A AT e % ad it
i AN FE AL E R Bl ia], XAl N PR s ORE 70 5 SR AT R AIAR L, AT IA 3 7E 24 i 0F 70 A0 5 J
CURF 7 2S 8], A3 T 55 IR 52 . T 2 AT IEIE 24 3] 35 Fir i B4R RE B i .

% 3 Fs iR E P B SRR B Top 5, 43 7)J2: find, suggest, show, argue, claim. F&
o find, show JNHFFC#iA; suggest, argue, claim NiEiIESNIE. FICHEME & AVERTEME X =AT7
[, XX 5 AL R Z BT T, IR B e R S A ) AR I oL,  DOR N IEE ) #HES
PRI AE RS pE s Bl
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Table 2. Proportion of reporting verbs
= 2. #iREpiRbLE

By 432 Ik Eortt
W ik B ] 76 42.9%
TEE AR 2y ] 69 40%
NN B R 7)) 1R 32 18.1%

Table 3. Distribution of high-frequency reporting verbs
% 3. SRS

ek 2] Lk
find 31
suggest 22
show 17
argue 13
claim 7

4.1. B

ARG P HGA T AR AR, I A (A A A =, BB . — o i B
SERUN o GEEORUL, IS RGBSR A K. i R BB SN 2 RBUER, BE
W RS S AR L5 T 5 AR BRI . AN RO R, B B ORI TG, B H RTEPIRES
BOE(ER, 2011) [15]. FAIEE 4 09 5 Al iR sl i AE I 2 LR34 :

Table 4. Distribution of high-frequency reporting verbs in tense

4. BEEERRNIARNTS S

—IRAE IS — o £ I AL 5E B
ik whin
L7 B3 EE (%) Ik B3 EE (%) Ik A 45 (%)

find 0 0 29 935 2 6.5

suggest 17 77.3 4 18.2 1 45
show 6 35.3 6 35.3 5 29.4
argue 8 61.5 3 23.1 2 154
claim 6 85.7 1 143 0 0
Bt 37 41.1 43 47.8 10 111

EREAEEIR, By show Z4h, HARA SR N SEHIMEONIE . Hrh, find #3850 L — I
FEIF S, IR B %A F TR WA 25 AL s e R o IXABARST 1288 find DU T4 R AR Bl
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= =3 H
j(éi\né; %EE{I:'II:

M T Hd SIS SR SRR AL T — o £, SR T BESE U suggest, argue 1
claim 7EI 25 F G SRR B b s BN — BONAERS , 4812 — o 0, B e A R IEE S, #2 claim
A IIAE 58 S S o X =AM J& TN R R B, AU TR A RS, WAGRE X T
RPN AL, FRE) . MEETREZ L. show N S HVE R RTE, =M EAW L. 1
WG HAR SN G RN, A — o 25 I R BAE 58 iy I, ) A ) 6 ¥ e o 2 ek ] FRIRIE R
1 show HIF &5 0 AT AT LG S5 . = Fhi A5 HOe 38 ], (HEARAE B SOl SR A WA 3 &l BLR
2y show — i ik 2% I FEILLE 58 FC it ) 481 ) «

4) As an early study, Bardovi-Harlig and Hartford (1996) showed that L2 learners used less effective
speech acts that were more vague and indecisive, than native English speakers during academic advising ses-
sions.

5) Recently, corpus studies of assessed undergraduate student writing have shown that, while argumenta-
tion is all-pervasive, it can take many forms (see for example Wolfe, 2011).

4.2. ARG

EIRF A TR TR R, XA TR R AR AR . 5N RK o M H b Bl ] H B
AT IO RJZ M, DAEE I ANESGE M RIE SURHE, 8 SURHMIESTE 4.4 BT 00T FEAFANLEE 5 A midil
s e se A h RIE, /BIHUTER, W& 5~9:

Table 5. Syntactic expression structure of “Find”
Fz 5. Find GlJAFRIA LM

FERIE I H 453 L (%)
sb. + found + that 25 86.2
sth. + found/havefound + that 4 12.9
sth. + be found + that 1 3.2
It has been found + that 1 3.2

Table 6. Syntactic expression structure of “Suggest”
3% 6. Suggest AERILLEH

RPERIE L7 43 E(%)
sh. + suggest* + that 7 31.8
sth. + suggest* + that 15 68.2

Table 7. Syntactic expression structure of “Show”
%< 7. Show RIJEFRIELEN

h)yERIE AEL H 43 (%)
sb. + show™* + that 4 235
sth. + show* + that 13 76.5
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Table 8. Syntactic expression structure of “Argue”
3= 8. Argue RIFERIELEN

ERIk Fi Fi 4 H (%)

sb. + argue* + that 13 100

Table 9. Syntactic expression structure of “Claim”
Fz 9. Claim RlSARIELEM

ERIA i Fi 45 H (%)

sh. + claim* + that 7 100

Horp VB Z 33 1) =Rl T N (— BN, — Mol 2550, IUFETE ). BB ERAE T DIAS
find, argue, claim 32 2B ARAE N EE, ENZSMEMTEFE, W the author, B ATARE 75 52 4] K
BRI ANRAA S BT IMEE 45 . REHEYEE LI find, argue, claim FiR I, 23]
JI i i L s (R ARSI, 38 iR ST AT A

1M suggest 1 show B % 5 LA AR VE v 18, LL 4 researches, studies, results %55, A
SR it AR )T AR R 1S B, LUA BB A RIBRT G RER AR TE R I i AN R B R
EFEAE T b s B O A B8, RS BSRIEHIA BE I, AR T1E #4548 B SR 70U R B
R

4.3. TEHHEN

M A ERT, Bk 5 AN mbitse b s, 4 Dahia BARE S, Bl: find, argue, show, claim;
L= BAEME S BI: suggest; SRl pgst— D WE kB, suggest 4% 21 48 FH (15 55 1 f5 i
o ML —Se R OREE I (9RIL, 4n however, while, diverging from 2525, X 38 W 5515 AC 15 % 18 F] suggest
I 38 F RN B R A5 S8 B0 75 78 UM B 7 37 M35 (Hunston, 1995; Charles, 2006) [8] [16], 140:

6) While almost any discussion about vocabulary teaching is viewed within the context of a meaning-based...
researchers (e.g., Zimmermann, 2014) also suggest that...

7) Diverging from Halliday, some researchers suggest that clause subject be an obligatory part of Theme...

B suggest iR 1 (1 RF R VAN B ORIV, 283830 I A AN REER (7491 . ZE1E R find AT show
WAFEIE T S AT 7R, (HIFAMR suggest —FERILH & . find F1 show 5 4 55 84 5 1] ,
Forp find I TR0 SR8, show F T HlRAT F4E R, P A FH I A QSR AT 3 ROBIE TE AT 1 — e iYL
HURCR, PTRAF A B RS X

8) In a later study, however, Raimes (1985) found that unskilled L2 writers displayed a more complex pro-
file, with the implication that lower level writers also have sufficient ability to discover meaning as they write.

9) Although these studies have shown that reading and mining strategies are used by writers in read-
ing-writing tasks (Cohen, 1994; Esmaeili, 2002), little is known about the nature of the strategies used in inte-
grated writing tasks, the sequence of their occurrence and their relation to resulting performance.

5. &

RSCHEET JEE 2 HARRE, 0 SRR S I 25« AEAIVRO R S FEEAT 00T, A DU 46
W JEEARREF AR R M e #E EREON RS, AR BOVH— Mg R B ERESE. HT
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5 =18
RER, Zmik

FORANTEIE R R 1A 4R 28 K 2 AR IR B 58, R NRIEAAR RSP R e, R
IR B 2 A AR N BRI ZR o 3k Bl 1] f0 I 285 S A4 4 A 9] B o T AR it o R0 Rk, B
AR E AL 772, a0 find 385 #H T — ol £, Rk OB i H 2 s DA AT A R R -
FRESHANVEAN B A R BATZEE 2 2 B 0 E RO ES S Mt s . A B 2 1A
B SRR, RiEis 2 M e (aif, SCARRBEMER . ABTRL, BA MR Rz
suggest, EMEHIIN K25 R RFe i m WA ESRIEER, T RRMEERT ENSE g, XRFHE
IR EAHAE TSR Z ZER.

AW TG RHE A 15 5 AANSON A TR SCIR SRR, T e R slial (8 PRy o (E T SCHRER
R IEA R, b shiE B 2 2R . HASCICE SEGEA R F ik ahim i A G O, JF ARl
RS 20 3 (A S DUREAT X L, SR R B E AU R R A F0Hs 1k B AT 7 5 T AT 5
IPNEVNINES -8
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