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Abstract

The incidents of spicy soup and meat bun have triggered discussions on the boundary of geographical
indications, collective trademarks and collective trademark rights of geographical indications. In
order to prevent GI collective trademark owners from abusing their rights and stepping into the
public domain, it is necessary to define the constituent elements of fair use of GI collective marks,
namely bona fide and descriptive non-trademark use, and to clarify specific use situations, such as
the use of geographical names and trade names in menus, business names, packaging bags, etc., in
order to ensure the balance between the interests of rights holders and the public, and combat the
“abusive litigation” of rights.
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