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Abstract

Lexicalization, also known as “lexicalization”, is the process by which non-word language forms
become words during diachronic development. Lexicalization, like grammaticalization, is the
process by which language units transition from clear motivation to vague motivation, from sepa-
ration to integration. Disyllabic words constitute the majority of the modern Chinese vocabulary
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system, and their diachronic emergence and development is a continuous lexicalization process.
The process of lexicalization of disyllabic words has long been a focus of lexicology research. We
can better study the track of vocabulary evolution by analyzing the lexicalization process of disyl-
labic words. Using “swimming” as the research object, this paper examines the diachronic evolu-
tion process of “swimming” and “swimming”, analyzing the formation path and reason of the pa-
rallel disyllabic word “swimming”, and then goes on to explain the word formation mechanism of
“swimming” by relating it to pertinent theories. The author attempts to offer research concepts,
methodologies, and models for the lexicalization of comparable synonymous and paratactic disyl-
labic terms through the investigation of the word “swimming”.
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