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Abstract

This paper uses Aristotle’s classical tragedy theory of plot, character, and katharsis to interpret
the ancient Chinese tragedy, the long poem The Book of Songs: Vagrant, analyzes the applicability
of this theory to Chinese literature, and discusses the aesthetic and educational function of the
katharsis theory and its current significance, aiming to highlight the edifying and guiding power of
classic literature and to better understand and comprehend literary works through the mutual
communication and appreciation of Chinese and Western literary theories.
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