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Abstract

In the teaching of Chinese aesthetics, Zhuangzi and Zhuangzi’s aesthetics are positioned as an aes-
thetic transcendence school similar to Kant, and the main connotations are interpreted by Kant’s
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innocuous aesthetic concept. This view certainly illustrates the super-secular nature of Lao Zhuang'’s
thought relative to Confucian aesthetics, but it does not well explain the characteristics of Chinese
aesthetics embodied in Lao Zhuang’s thought. In fact, if we conduct an in-depth study of Kant’s
aesthetic theory, we can find that there are essential differences between the Chinese aesthetics
represented by Lao Zhuang and the Western aesthetics represented by Kant’s aesthetics. In the
process of aesthetic education in the new era, we should correctly understand this difference, and
explain the unique Taoist thoughts of Lao Zhuang’s aesthetics, the thought of Xuanjian, Xinzhai's
and Chengwuyouxin.
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