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Abstract

Zuo Zhuan is a precious historical book to understand the history of the Pre-Qin Dynasty. The
word “democracy” has appeared many times in Zuo Zhuan. The “democracy” here is not to be the
master of the people, but to be the people having rights, emphasizing the protection and benefit of
the people. Because of the growing strength of the people in the Spring and Autumn Period, the
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people played a more and more important role in stabilizing the country and fighting against for-
eign aggression, so the monarch paid more attention to the power of the people. In the relation-
ship between man and god, people’s power is paid more attention; in the relationship between
monarch and minister, the monarch has the ability to govern the country and cannot be arbitrary;
in the relationship between monarch and people, people-oriented thought has some similarities,
but also laid the foundation for the subsequent expansion of monarchy.
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