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Abstract

Rational, Divine

Guizhou University, Guiyang Guizhou

The nude has an ontological status in the history of Western art. When presented as an object
beyond a certain distance, it becomes an essential presence that forces one to confront himself or
herself. As a praised object by the ancient Greeks, the nude was given a positive connotation. In
the Middle Ages, asceticism and obscurantism once devalued the nude art. Later through Giotto’s
exploration about realism and the Renaissance’s study about classical culture of ancient Greek
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and Roman, the beautiful nude art returned to art history and permeated it with the spirit of hu-
manism. As a symbolic symbol of humanism, nude art became a powerful tool for people to ex-
press their true nature. Italian Renaissance nude art thus took on three attributes: secular, ra-
tional and divine.
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