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Abstract: This study focuses on the personality traits of Cai Yuanpei with the research method of bio-psy-
chography. Cai Yuanpei’s Personality Adjective Rating Scale was made based on the analysis of biographical
materials about Cai Yuanpei, and 180 valid questionnaires were collected. On the one hand, adopt factor
analysis and reveal three factors as follows: virtue, uprightness and versatile talents. On the other hand, deal-
ing with the data in the analysis of multi-dimensional scaling, classify Cai Yuanpei’s personality traits into 7
categories: versatile talents, visions, justice, uprightness, integrity preservation, doing for justice and perse-
verance. Through the comparison of factor analysis and multi-dimensional scaling analysis, multidimensional
scaling analysis can be found in more comprehensive and accurate interpretation of Cai Yuanpei’s personality.
After analysing the cause of Cai Yuanpei’s personality, researchers have found that which were formed with
the integral impacts from internal and external causes of himself, family and society to western and eastern
multi-culture. Finally, this study illustrates the influences that Cai Yuanpei’s personal charm has made on the
Chinese university education reform.
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Figure 1. Two-dimensional space pattern of Cai Yuanpei’s 25 assessed words
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