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Abstract

The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State is the key to the formation of Marx’s femin-
ist thought and the starting point for the study of Marxist feminism. In the Origin, Engels explores
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the substantive reasons for the emergence of the female problem, examines the evolutionary
process of women’s status, and also puts forward his vision of this path of female emancipation.
The concern for women’s issues in the Origin was not only influenced by the social environment,
but also by the advanced thinking of his contemporaries. Starting from the objective phenomenon
of women'’s oppression, Engels analyzes the reasons for the decline of women'’s status, concludes
that the root cause of women’s oppression is private property, and then proposes that the way to
women’s freedom is based on the development of productive forces. The analysis of the Origin is
both the starting point for studying Marx’s and Engels’ feminist ideas and the key point for ex-
ploring how to solve women’s problems, which has far-reaching significance and practical value
for women'’s liberation in China. In-depth study of Marxist feminism can not only promote con-
temporary women'’s understanding of their own situation, but also enable contemporary women to
clarify their life goals, and better lay a solid foundation for contemporary women to pursue the
value and meaning of their lives.
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