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Abstract

Confucius is the founder of Confucianism, and “benevolence” is the core of Confucius “philosophi-
cal” thought. Studying Confucius “benevolence” is the only way to understand the essence of Con-
fucianism. The study of “benevolence” can be carried out from the connotation of “benevolence”
and the prescription of “benevolence”. The connotation of “benevolence” includes: the “benevo-
lence” of inner saint; the “benevolence” of the outer king and the “benevolence” of the higher
realm. The prescription for “benevolence” is realized by benevolent love, loyalty and forgiveness,
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and external restraint on “ritual”. And Confucius “benevolence” is endogenous, practical and tran-
scendent. Today, with the changes of the times, the thought of Confucius “benevolence” has also
changed accordingly. However, it still has great value in ethics, politics and society. Therefore, it is
beyond doubt to study and inherit the thought of Confucius’ benevolence.
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