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Abstract

The understanding of the universe by ancient Chinese people is deeply rooted in our culture, phi-
losophy, and religious beliefs. From the mythological legend of Pangu who created the heavens
and earth, to the celestial concept of the astrologers of the Warring States period, and to the cyc-
lical theory of the universe cycle in the Book of Changes, all reflect the unique and profound in-
sights of ancient people on the universe. Meanwhile, with the rapid development of modern tech-
nology, we have entered a brand new virtual world—the “metaverse”. This article aims to analyze
the internal connection and similarities and differences between the space consciousness of an-
cient Chinese people and the modern concept of the “metaverse” through spatial concepts such as
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“innate five realms” and “virtual and real” in Chinese poetry and painting, in order to provide us
with a new perspective for a deeper understanding of these two concepts.
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